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He did not mean now—for it was not the proper 
time—to examine the grounds of these principles, 
or to institute an inquiry into the merits of the reso- 
jution. He had merely risen to respond to the sen- 
timent expressed by the honorable senator from 
Ohio, (Mr. Auten,] that gentlemen opposed to him 
in opinion would embody, in some definite form, 
the grounds of their opinions. That office could 
be better performed by the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on the Judiciary [Mr. Berrien] 
than himself; and he (Mr. A.) took occasion to 
express the hope to him, that he would find occa- 
sion to make a very early report, to satisfy not only 
the solicitude of the honorable senator from Ohio, 
Mr. ALLEN,] but the whole people of the United 
tates. 

Mr. RIVES remarked that the resolution intro- 
duced by the honorable senator from Louisiana, 
(Mr. Jounson,] if he understood it correctly, pro- 
posed nothing more than an inquiry into the expe- 
diency of so modifying the naturalization laws as 
to afford an effectual safeguard, in some mode or 
other, against the frauds and abuses which were be- 
lieved to have arisen under the practical operation 
of those laws. Now, while he was not prepared, 
at the present moment, to go as far as seemed to be 
contemplated by his honorable friend from Loui- 
siana—to extend for a very considerable period of 
time the probationary term of residence now 
quired to acquire the rights of citizenship—yet he 
could have no hesitation in giving his countenance, 
simply as a proposition of inquiry, to the honora- 
ble senator’s resolution. It seemed to him, (Mr. 
R.,) from what they had all heard from the 
honorable senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Jounson] 
—from what was known through the medium of 
the public press throughout the country,io every 
individual—that it was the bounden duty of 
Congress to afford the widest scope to the inquiry 
which was ra in regard to the nature and 
magnitude of the evils complained of, as well asa 
suitable and effectual remedy for the abuses which 
had been carried on to such a provoking extent un- 
der the operation of these naturalization laws. He 
did not himself entertain a doubt—and the universal 
voice of the vipa bore testimony to the fact, and 
senators could not, if they would, turn a deaf ear to 
it—that these abuses existed to an alarming extent, 
and demanded the most earnest and searching in- 
quiry. As his honorable friend from Louisiana had 
remarked, the vast number of emigrants which were 
now daily arriving upon our shores, under the in- 
ducements thrown out by our laws, and formin 
powerful elements in our social organization, an 
entering into the practical working of our institu- 
tions, —demanded the consideration of every Ameri- 
can citizen, whether native or adopted. 


He (Mr. R.) was not one of those who would 
wish to exclude that element any more now than 
heretofore. He would not subject it to any un- 
reasonable restraints; far less would he subject it to 
any discriminations; nor would he hesitate to give 
toevery foreigner, when an American citizen by 
naturalization, and in fact, as well as in name, his 
fair and just share in the administration of the gov- 
ernment, and in the direction and control of our 
common destinies; but, at the same time, as his 
honorable friend [Mr. Jounson] had said, every 
consideration connected with the safety and purity, 
as wellas the establishment of our own free institu- 
tions—all the impressive lessons of history,—en- 
joined upon us the solemn duty of putting these 
vital branches of national economy under a system 
of wise and efficient regulations. 


He begged leave, As it had come up, to state very 
briefly the extent of his opinions upon this subject 
For one, he was never Gapoied to depart lightly 
from the policy of our ancestors. He was willing, 
for one, to abide by that policy until unquestionable 
experience had clearly demonstrated the necessity of 
change. Now, the leading principles of our natu- 
ralization policy had been settled in this country for 
a period of halt a century, with the exception of a 
single presidential lustrum, and that rather an in- 
auspicious one; and his humble opinion was, that 
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afforded evidence of the wisdom of its adoption, and 
gave the strongest proof in favor of retaining it. 

When we looked back to that system as it stands 
upon the statute book—not its practical operation, 
but its fundamental principles—it seemed to him 
that, as a system, its ioamtallien were laid in wis- 
dom and prudence in regard to ourselves, as well as 
justice and liberality towards foreigners. What 
twas that system? Its leading principle assumes that 
a continuous residence in this country for the period 
of five years, accompanied with a bona fide inten- 
tion during that period of becoming a citizen, sus- 
tained by evidence of a good moral character, order- 
ly habits as a citizen, and a decided attachment to 
the republican principles of our constitution, and 
consummated, finally, by a solemn enjoinment of 
fidelity to the country and its institutions,—is such 
evidence in the language of the constitution of his 
(Mr. R.’s) own State, of ‘a permanent attachment 
to the common interest of the community, as au- 
thorizes the individual who presents such proof to 
be clothed with all the honorable attributes of an 
American citizen.” 

He pointed out these considerations because they 
were made by the law of naturalization in the con- 
stitution under which he had the character of an 
American citizen, so to be carried out that the eye 
of all could see the fundamental guaranties required 
by law; and, according to the oe of the 
statute book, they were to be ratified by a solemn 
court of record. 


If he understood the history of this subject, as 
long as this system of naturalization policy 
was administered in the spirit in which it 
was conceived by the founders of our free 
institutions, there was no _ complaint heard 
whatever of any evil practical effect growing out of 
it; but, in the course of time, from very important 
changes in our legislation, as well as from a growing 
indifference—recklessness, he might say—in the 
public mind in regard to the proper administration 
of this law, a looseness arose in its practical opera- 
tion, which was the source of almost all the evils 
complained of by the senator from Louisiana, and 
alluded to by his worthy colleague, [Mr. Arcuer.] 

It was known to all that what, at the origin of this 
system, was intended as a national baptism, by 
which residents alien-born were to be adopted into 
the great family of American freemen by courts of 
justice, came to be considered as an idle, empt 
form, to be gone through by the clerks and subordi- 
nate officers of the courts, without practical exami- 
nation’or inquiry. It had degenerated into a public 
mockery—a mere legerdemain trick, by which to 
manufacture into ready-made voters foreigners who 
had no claim whatever to the rights of citizenship. 
If he had been correctly informed, a ridiculous pan- 
tomime—for he had been in conversation with hon- 
orable members of this and the other House, who 
had described it to him—was all that was necessary 
now to make full-blown American citizens of for- 
eigners. They are marched in by platoons, or com- 
panies of twenty, thirty, and fifty; they are carried 
up to the desk of the clerk of the court, without at- 
tracting the cognizance of the judge; and then a 
mummery of words is pronounced, and a pantomimic 
exhibition on the part of the foreigner, who, in all 
probability, understands nothing that is going on— 
in ignorance of our language—and then forthwith 
he is adopted an American citizen, and goes abroad 
to exercise all the privileges of an American citi- 
zen. * 

This was a mockery which was never contem- 

lated by our wise ancestors. If it was true, (and 
had no doubt it was,) that these proceedings were 
carried on to a very great extent in New York city 
and throughout the State of New York, in Buffalo, 
and in Philadelphia, and probably in Louisiana, 
within the honorable senator’s [Mr. Jounson’s] ob- 
servation, did they not suggest the inquiry whether 
the true remedy for these evils was not to be found 
in a reinvigoration or enforcement of the law? and 
‘whether the evils there practised were not owing to 
a false administration of the law, rather than an 
' defeet in the fundamental provisions of the law 
itself; or rather, from the want of adequate legisla- 
tive provision to carry out those fundamental and 


the bare fae: of its long and undisturbed continuance || conservative principles? 





He had looked a little into this matter, and the 
history of our legislation would show, he thought, 
that the whole evil had arisen from the relaxations 
which had been made from time to time, in the 


“original provisions which existed'in our statute. He 


begged leav@to refer in a few words to the history 
of that statute. It was well known that this term of 
five years was first established during the adminis- 
tration of General Washington. During the admin- 
istration of the elder Adams, the period was extend- 
ed to fourteen years. When Mr. Jefferson came 
into office, one most remarkable feature in his first 
message to Congress, was a recommendation to re- 
instate the old law, to bring back the existing law to 
the former term of five years; which was according- 
Y done; and there it remains to the present day. 

Te believed that this requisition of a residence of 
five years had been considered sufficient tv guard 
against the evils complained of. He knew that his 
honorable friend on the other side of the House, 
tw Benton,]} and, perhaps, the senator from Ohio, 

Mr. Auien,] were in the habit of holding up the 
liberal legislation of the Congress of the United 
States, under the administration of Mr. Jefferson, 
as establishing that immortal ‘policy to which 
we were bound by all our past Lines. He 
would cail the attention of those honorable senators 
and other gentlemen to a most vital and conserva- 
tive provision in that law, which was passed during 
the first year of Mr. Jefferson's administration; and 
he eb the honorable senator from Louisiana 
{Mr. Jounson] to consider whether the revival 
of that provision would not go a great way towards 
avoiding those evils which he complained of. The 
legislatures of that day, well knowing the facility 
with which American citizens were, upon emergen- 
cies, manufactured out of aliens freshly arrived upon 
our soil, without a pre-requisite of five years’ res- 
idence, provided that every foreigner, after the date 
of that law, should, on his arrival, report himself to 
the court of record, to be requested there, with an 
account of his age, name, birth, the country from 
which he came, and all other things necessary for 
his personal identity; so asto prevent the probabilit 
of fraud. To show the conservative spirit in which 
our republican Presidents had acted upon this sub- 
ject, what did Mr. Madison do?—or rather what was 
done during his administration? Another most im- 
portant and salutary provision against fraud was 
adopted, in the requisition that no certificate of nat- 
uralization should be legal or valid unless the regis- 
try, and the preliminary declaration of intention to 
become a citizen of the United States, were set forth 
at full length in the certificate of naturalization. Un- 
der this system of legislation, a person born in a for- 
eign country, and claiming to be an American cit- 
izen, was bound, in exhibiting his certificate, to show 
the record made by him before the proper court, on 
his arrival in the United States. 


These two simple provisions, both of which were 
executed under the administration of tWo of the best 
republican Presidents who had ever presided over the 
destinies of this country, gave rise to no complaint, as 
long as they stood upon the statute book, in regard 
to the abuses like those which had arisen within a 
few years past. When did they arise? When a 
fatal relaxation of that sound conservative policy 
commenced under the administration of Mr. Mon- 
ree, commonly called “the era of good feelings;” 
but, all must admit, an era not very favorable to 
that sort of protection, or liberty. In 1824, 
if he was not mistaken, the law which passed 
during Mr. Madison’s time, requiring these rec- 
ords called for in the act originated by Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and alvo requiring the declarations and 
all the documents to be set forth, was repealed by 
an act of Congress passed in May. That was the 
first relaxation of the sound conservative policy un- 
der the two administrations to which he had refer- 
red. Another provision was made, at the same 
time, allowing the foveigner to go and make his dec- 
laration to the clerk of the court; and that certifica- 
tion was sufficient evidence of his determination to 
become an American citizen. The wise act of 
Washington and Jefferson required a notice of three 

ears; it was now brought down to two years. 

hese relaxations were the sources of most of the 
evils complained of. But that wag not all, This 
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course of innovation, after the folly of the times, 

having been once entered upon, a few years after 

(in 1828, during the last year of the administration 

of John Quincy Adams) was continued by another 

radical innovation, repealing altogether both the 
rovisions of Mr. Jefferson’s and Mr. Madison’s 
ws, 

In this growing laxity, did we not find the occa- 
sion of those a. which his honorable friends had 
so properly presented to the consideration of the 
Senate? If so, did not sound wisd&n require us to 
seek a remedy for these evils, by returning to the 
sound practical policy of the legislation of Jeffer- 
son ok Madison’s time, and by reviving those two 
provisions to which he had alluded, with such 
other guards as might be found requisite? And we 
would see if it would not be a remedy against those 
evils of which all complained: he said all; for he 
did not doubt that gentlemen on the other side of the 
house were prepared to admit the testimony against 
these frauds and malpractices. It seemed to him in- 
disputable that the remedy pointed out was a fun- 
damenial one; for, no matter how long the time was 
extended—whether to fourteen, twenty-one, thirty, 
or forty years—if there was not some effectual ad- 
ministrative system provided, by which the law 
could be guarded from violation and fraud, those 
evils would exist. This was strong proof in favor 
of the former naturalization system, and went far to 
show the wisdom of reinstating that system, 
which had been so long and so satisfactorily 
tested. If, after a fair trial, it should prove ineffec- 
tualin affording security against those frauds, we 
must then call for some other provision, and it will 
be time “ae « to talk of extending the period of 
probation. But his humble judgment upon the sub- 
ject, after some reflection, was, that all we could 
wisely do now, was to provide for an efficient en- 
forcement of the existing law; and, in that, might 
not gentlemen on this side of the floor expect the 
eo-operation of their friends on the other? Where 
was there an American patriot—whether within 
the walls of this Capitol, or elsewhere—who would 
not raise his voice for an honest enforcement of this 
law? Where was there an Amercan citizen, no 
matter from what clime he came, who would not 
sustain, by his voice, the law which had given him 
the rights and privileges of an American citizen? 
Would not the alien be willing to join with the na- 
tive American in devising some system by which 
these abuses could be prevented? 

These seemed to him to be considerations which 
appealed to all. He did not deem that anything 
now could be wisely done except to make the pro- 
visions which would be necessary to enforce the ex- 
isting law. He had been led tothese remarks be- 
cause he had been looking at the history of our 
legislation upon this subject, which deeply impress- 
ed him with the opinion that, if the provisions fer 
an efficient administration of the law, carried out by 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, had not been re- 
called under the subsequent administration of Mr. 
Monroe and Mr. John Q@. Adams, we should now 
have none of those evils complained of. 

He had thrown out such ideas as had occurred to 
him after some solitary reflection upon the subject, 
not intending to anticipate a discussion; but hoping 
that the honorable and distinguished senator who 
presided over the Committee on the Judiciary 
would be so kind as to take them into consideration 
when he should engage seriously in the inquiry. 
He had presented them with the hope, also, that the 
might form a common ground of action upon which 
all might meet for the purpose of redressing these 
grievances so generally felt, and that they might act 
upon it with no spirit of party, but in the true spirit 
of American citizens. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that there had been 
much excitement throughout the country on this 
subject; and there could little doubt that, in any 
view which could be taken of it, the resolution sub- 
mitted by the senator from Louisiana would have 
the tendency to allay that excitement, inasmuch as 
it would lead the public mind to a more correct un- 
derstanding of the question. This, however, was 
not the time, at the present stage of the resolution, to 
discuss the whole of the merits of the question. He, 
for one—and he had no doubt it would be the gene- 
ral sentiment of the Senate—wished the discussion 
to be reserved until the distinguished senator at the 
head of the Judiciary Committee shall have made 
his report on the resolution. He had full confidence 
that the report would give general satisfaction. 

He had simply risen to say that his own opinion 


was, that, in the excitement which had been got up, 
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much injustice had been done to that portion of the 
population designated ‘‘foreigners,” residing amongst 
us. This excitement was levelled at them as if the 
alone were to blame; whereas much of the evils 
grew out of the abuse of the laws by our own peo- 
ple, and not out of the voluntary acts of foreigners— 
the fault being in the administration of the laws, 
and not in them. 

Now he, for one, was not willing that there 
should be any great extension of the period of resi- 
dence required on the part of foreigners before they 
become eligible to naturalization. The period re- 
quired by the laws as they now exist—as had been re- 
presented by the senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,]} 
—appeared to him to be abundantly ample. Let the 
laws be administered according to their true intent 
and meaning, and let not innocent people suffer by 
an excitement unjustly got up against them, instead 
of being directed against those who caused the mal- 
administration of the laws. 

He hoped the report of the Judiciary Committee 
would be promptly made; and that it wouid result in 
allaying the excitement throughout the country, 
which was creating dissension between the two de- 
scriptions of our population—our native-born citizens, 
and foreign residents who have come here for the 
purpose of remaining and becoming naturalized citi- 
zens; for there was nothing but evil and mischief to 
grow out of every attempt to raise angry feelings be- 
tween them. Any attempt to ehange the present 
period of probation, while other remedies exist for 
the evils complained of, was a thing which he hoped 
the committee would not countenance. He had 
taken this occasion to declare his unwillingness that 
there should be any change contemplating the ex- 
tension of this probationary period; and also of de- 
claring his opinion that the excitement which had 
got up on this question, should, with more justice, 
have been directed against those of our own people 
who had abused our laws, than against a large and 
respectable class, who emigrated from foreign lands 
to make this country their home, and that, too, un- 
der the invitation of our laws, securing to them, in 
due time, the rights of citizenship. 

Mr. DICKINSON said the resolutions, so far as 
he understood their character, proposed to continue 
to foreigners the rights of citizenship, but to post- 
pone the enjoyment to a far distant day from the 
commencement of residence. They did not seem 
to deny him his poiitical birthright, but literally re- 
quired him to be born when he was old. They 
were evidently not aimed at abuses under the pres- 
ent system, but against the system itself, preneses 
to fix so remote a period as practically to destroy its 
advantages. Among the alleged reasons for action, 
was the great number who, it was said, had been 
admitted to the rights of citizenship in the city of 
New York, though the senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. Jounson] seemed to possess information 
which had not been extended to citizens of that 
State. But, even if the great number alleged had 
availed themselves of that high privilege, within the 
provisions of the constitution and laws, without 
frauds, (and he did not understand the senator to im- 

ute that,) he would submit that the citizens of New 

fork had not subjected themselves to censure or 
reproach, for having availed themselves of a high 
constitutional privilege; nor did it present any reason 
for action, except such as went against the privilege 
as enjoyed at present. 

But (said Mr. D.) if abuses have been practised 
under the system, shall it be, for that reason, destroy- 
ed? Ifit had not at some time been the subject of 
abuse, it would be exempt from that which had be- 
fallen all other human institutions. If the present 
system was defective, and that could be shown, it 
might well be the subject of inquiry, as had been 
suggested by the senators from Virginia, [Mr. Rives,] 
and from Maryland, [Mr. Merricx.] 

But he did not now intend to enter into a discus- 
sion at this preliminary stage; he arose simply to say 
that he should reserve his remarks for a future oc- 
casion, when the question should fully come up; and 
in the mean time to indicate the opinion that the oo) 
ject sought by the ere oe to the for- | 
eigner the rights of citizenship until he had remain- } 
ed among us a long period, say twenty-one years, 
and in the mean time to improve his knowledge of 
our institutions and elevate his understanding— 
would fall far short of its aim; for he believed it 
would be found as impossible to improve the condi- 
tion of men by for any considerable time denying 
to them political rights and privileges, as to improve 
the vegetable well by excluding the light, the heat, 
and the dews of evening. 








Mr. BERRIEN did not rise to discuss this qu 
tion, but because the occasion seemed Proper 3 
him to refer to the expected action of the commit. 
over which he had the honor to preside. He though, 
it should be expected that the subject, when bej,,, 
that committee, would be carefully examine). I 
would obviously be unfit to anticipate the opinio, 
of that committee; and, avoiding that, all he desires 
to say waa, that, according to the view he had », 
present of the subject, it would be scarcely practi. 
cable to have a very prompt report upon this ques. 
tion. Great frauds are alleged to have been pray. 
tised under the existing naturalization laws, |). 
deed, it seemed to be almost universally admit, 
that frauds to a considerable extent did exist. |; is 
one of the propositions of the senator from oy). 
siana (Mr. Jounson] that inquiry be made into {), 
expediency and necessity of adopting such megs. 
ures as shall have the effect of preventing their ». 
currence. So that there are two branches of jp. 
quiry involved in the een first, as to whether 
frauds do exist; and next, as to the nature of 
and remedy for, these frauds. It is evident th, 
committee cannot rely for evidence on general alje. 
gations or newspaper statements; nor should it le 
expected that action would be founded on this spp. 
cies of evidence. He was desirous of seeing spe. 
cific instances of fraud adduced before the commit. 
tee, either by the petitioners on the subject, or other. 
wise. At the close of the last session there were 
various petitions presented to the Senate, and re. 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee; but this was a 
so late a period of the session as to preclude 
action upon them. He had no doubt, then, 
that many of these petitions would be renewed 
at the present session; and he then indulged 
the ho that their renewal would be accom. 
panied a such evidence of facts as would ev- 
able the committee to act understandingly on 
the subject; and he did not now believe he should 
be disappointed in this expectation. It appeared to 
him highly probable that such evidence would be 
adduced early in this session. It did not to him 
seem proper that the committee should proceed to 
the investigation without such evidence, on the mere 
rumors to be found in newspaper paragraphs. The 
question submitted to the committee was an ex- 
tremely important one. This would be admitted; 
and in view of its magnitude and delicacy, he should 
express his belief—which, indeed, was the chief ob- 
ject of his rising to make any remarks in this stage 
of the subject—that a prompt report from the com- 
mittee was not to be expected. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York had supposed that 
the time for discussing this question would be when 
the Senate should have some definite =. for 
action before it. Believing that when any such 
proposition should come up would be the proper 
occasion to debate the question, he should not now 
have risen to say one word, had it not been for the 
remarks of the senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jony- 
SON] as to allegations made in reference to the ac- 
tion of the courts in the State of New York. I 
was very true that a large number of foreigners had 
been admitted to citizenship in New York, just be- 
fore the elections. But that was not at all wonder- 
ful. New York was the largest city in the Union; 
and from that circumstance, as well as the fact of its 
being the port in which much the largest propor 
tion of emigrants to the United States debarked, 
was quite natural that its population should con- 
in the largest number of those coming from 
broad, who should require admission to the 
ights of citizenship. It was not at all a 
nishing that, of the great body of emigrants 
rriving at the port of New York, a large poe 
tion should make it their place of residence. + ” 
as it at all singular that, of those entitled:to citizen 
ship, a large number should take out their naturall- 

ion papers immediately before an election of great 
public interest; because it is the first occasion on 
which it becomes necessary fer them to avail them- 
selves of their civil and political a. Therefore, 
it is not strange that they should be anxious to ob- 
tain the right to which they are eligible, when the 
time comes for exercising that right. But surely all 
this gives no sanction to the allegation of frauds. It 
is the easiest thing in the world to cry out “fraud: 
fraud!” but before a mere outcry should be made 
the basis of such a saga as this resolution 
contemplates, there should be some proof—some 


evidence of facts—as to the existence of the frauds 
alleged. He was far from believing that either oe 
laws of the United States or the laws of the State ie 
New York were less fhirly or less impartially 
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istered in the city of New York than were the 
es or State fh in any other portion of the 
Firion. Nor did he believe that less patriotism or 
justice influenced those exercising the administra- 
tion of the laws in New York than influenced the 
administrators of the laws anywhere else in the Uni- 
ted States. He knew of no loose administration of 
the laws in the city or State of New York; nor did 
he know @ sage instance of the duties of the bench 
being exercised by the officers of the courts of jus- 
tice. There may be instances, under peculiar cir- 
cumstances; but if there are, they are exceptions to 
the rule—not the rule of practice itself. He 
did not know of any advantage that could 
be derived from an exhibition of the rec- 
ord, as required by the old law referred 
to by the senator from Virginia, (Mr. Rrves,] in- 
Sea of the certificate of the court as to the record 
of declaration of intention, upon the application of 
a foreigner for naturalization. What security could 
the record afford that is not furnished by the certifi- 
cate under the official seal of the court? Neither the 
record nor the certificate would guard against such a 
fraud as that of one person passing himself for an- 
other, unless to the record were bound, and could 
be brought up with it, the person of him recorded. 
But even the allegation of one person passing him- 
self off on the record of another, was not, he be- 
lieved, based upon facts to any extent throughout 
the whole country; nor was it true, to any degree of 
consequence, that the rights of citizenship were ex- 
tend, before the late election, to persons residing less 
than five years in the United States. The two re- 

uisites necessary were complied with; first, of a 
fre years’ residence; and next, of a two years’ dec- 
laration of intention to become a citizen. The 
proof was always demanded of three years’ resi- 
dence before making the declaration of intention. 
He agreed vith the senators from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] and from Maryland, [Mr. Merrick,] that 
the term of residence required by the existing natu- 
ralization laws (five years) is quite long enough. 
To extend it would be to panne an ungracious and 
mischievous distinction between those born here, 
who may be said to be citizens by accident, and 
those who come here by choice, under the influence 
of ripe judgments. hilst native born citizens of 
doubtful or bad character might exercise all the 
rights of citizenship, foreign residents of several 
years’ standing, and of irreproachable character, 
would be disqualified for the best portion of their 
lives. He would go as far as any one in securing the 
ballot-box and elections from fraud. But he was op- 
posed tomaking invidious distinctions that produced 
no security whatever. The law, as it exists, requires 
of the foreigner applying for citizenship, not only a 
fair period of probation, but satisfactory proof of his 
good character and devotion to our republican insti- 
tutions. From our own citizens, accidentally born 
here, we require nothing of the kind. If greater se- 
curity is required, why make the invidious distinc- 
tion of demanding it from the one and not from the 
other? Is not the period of probation as secure at 
five as at twenty years, the other guaranties being 
given? Why ask a man of irreproachable charac- 
ter and devotion to our institutions for five years, a 
probation of twenty years? If he is not fit to be a 
citizen in five, he will not in twenty years. If such 
aprolonged moral test is to be applied to him, why 
not apply it to those who at present give no moral 
test whatever—to American citizens born here? The 
more the subject of change is examined, the more 
difficulties will present themselves in the way of 
general action that can be at all satisfactory. His 
main object in rising on this occasion was to repel, 
as far as he could, what seemed to him an imputa- 
tion on the administration of justice in the State 
which he had the honor in part to represent. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
the annual report from the Treasury Department; 
which, 

On moticn by Mr. EVANS, it was ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. E., 5,000 copies additional 
were ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the 

nate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land ; which, on 


~ Motion, was ordered to be printed, and referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands, 


| 
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On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, 1,500 copies 
additional of the report were ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was ordered 
that the petition and papers of Miles King be taken 
from the files, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
TEXAS-—HER PUBLIC DEBT—LAND GRANTS, 
&e. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Preps, on 
Thursday last, came up for consideration; and was 
read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether the executive department is possessed of 
any definite and satisfactory information by which the pres- 
ent public debt of the republic of Texas can be ascertained; 
and if so, that he be requested to communicate it to the Sen- 
ate, with the sggregate amount of the debt; and also, that 
he be requested to inform the Senate whether any, and if 
any, what additions have been made to that debt since the 


signing of the treaty with that republic, submitted to the 
Seuate at its last session. 


And that he be further requested to inform the Senate 

what amount of the public lands of Texas had been granted 
by the Spanish, Mexican, and Texian governments previous 
to the signing of said treaty; what amount remained un- 
granted at that date; and whether any, and what grants of 
said domain have been made by the Texian government, 
since that period. 
__ On motion by PHELPS, the resolution was mod- 
ified by striking out all after the word “govern- 
ments” in the third line of the second paragraph, 
and inserting the following: 

And to what extent the faith of either of said governments 
had been pledged, by the issuing of scrip or other seeurity, 
to make grants thereof, orin any form to part with its ti- 
tle or interest inthe same, previous tothe signing of said 
treaty; what amount remained atthe date ungranted and 
subjectto no such pledge; and whether any or what grants 
of said demain have been made, or other evidence of title 


thereto, legal or equitable, issued by the Texian govern- 
ment since that period. 


Mr. TAPPAN expressed a hope that the resolu- 
tion would not be adopted. He did not see any 
cause for making the inquiry on any other ground 
than ‘ig we*propose paying or assuming those 
debts. For why should we want to act, unless we 
intended, by some contract, to assume those debts? 
He did not want to know what was the amount of 
those debts. He was unwilling to make this gov- 
ernment responsible for them, be they more or less. 
It would be just as appropriate to inquire into the 
debt of Great Britain as a matter of curiosity. The 
debts of Texas was a question entirely aside from 
the question of annexation. If Texas be annexed, 
the country may come in without making the Uni- 
ted States responsible for those debts. He did not 
want to make any inquiry which would lead to the 
impression that we would assume them if Texas 
was admitted into the Union. 

Mr. PHELPS said he would not have offered the 
resolution if he had supposed it would create a dis- 
position to assume the debts of Texas. He assured 
the senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] that no such 
assumption would ever grow out of any act of his. 
The senator was aware that the opinion does pre- 
vail toa great extent, that if the project of annexa- 
tion takes place, and the people of the Texan gov- 
ernment be “incorporated with the people of the 
United States,” the result will be that this people will 
become responsible for their debts. Upon that sub- 
ject he was not prepared to expressan opinion. He 
knew that many entertained the opinion that we 
would, if Texas was admitted, become responsible 
for her debts. It was upon that ground he introduced 
the resolution. He would take the liberty to say, 
that before this subject was passed upon, it becomes 
this Senate to inquire into the matter, and decide how 
far they consider themselves responsible for those 
debts if the annexation takes place. It is a subject 
which should not be left for controversy hereafter. 
It should be looked into now. The resolution is one 
of inquiry merely, which will place the whole sub- 
ject before us. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. BATES gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to refund the bal- 
ances ascertamed to be due the State of Massachu- 
setts. 

The bill granting a pension to James Duffy was 
read the third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton 
was taken up and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama, was taken up and 
considered as in commitiee of the whole, reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpar, December 16, 1844. 


Mr. BURKE asked leave to offer a resolution. 
Mr. DUNCAN objected that it was out of order. 


ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 


DENT. 

The SPEAKER observed that the first business 
in order was the question on the engrossment of the 
bill introduced by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Duncan] to establish a uniform time for choosing 
electors of President and Vice President. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if this was not 
resolution day. 


The SPEAKER replied that it was petition day. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was then put on the engrossment of Mr. Duncan's 
bill, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 187, nay 
1, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, 
Ashe, Baily, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, 
Brinkerhoft, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brewn, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, 
Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Collamer, Cran- 
ston, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dun- 
lap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fos- 
ter, French, Fuller, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, 
Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 8S. Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, 
Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge. Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johuson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpat- 
rick, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCauslen, Maclay 
McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Mcil- 
vaine, McKay, Marsh, Mathews, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H. Morse, Isaac F. Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, 
Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Paterson, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, 
Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rayner, David 8. Reid, Reding, 
Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Senter, Sever- 
ance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, 8li- 
dell, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew 
Stewart, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. 
Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tiiden, Tyler, Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wethered, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin White, 
Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 
and Yancey —187. 

NAY—Mr. Woodward—1. 


The bill being read the third time— 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the previous 
on its ; which being comand 
and the main question ordered, 

The question was put, and it was passed without 
a division. 





uestion 
ed by the House, 


RHODE ISLAND AFFAIRS. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution providing for 
the printing of 10,000 copies of the reports of the 
majority and minority of the select committee ap- 

ointed on the memorial of the members of the 

hode Island legislature. 

Objections being made— 

Mr. BURKE moved to suspend the rules, and 
called for ee akd nays on the question; which 
being ordered, the question was taken and decided 
in the negative—yeas 103, naya 87, being less than 
a majority of two-thirds, as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Benton, Bidlack, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Bo Brinkerhofl, Brod. 
head, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Cald- 
well, Carpenter, Catlin, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, 
Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Dilling- 
ham, Douglass. Dromgoole, Dunlap, Farlee, Ficklin, Fos- 
ter, French, Fuller, Hule, Hannibel Hamlin, Hammett, Hays, 
Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
MeCausien, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, Me Dowell, 
McKay, Mathews, isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Nortis, Parmen- 
ter, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Rathbun, David §. 
Reid, Keding, Kelfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, 
St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, James W. Stone, Alfred 
P. Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weiler, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, Benjamin White, Williams, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost.—103. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baily, Baker, Rar- 
ringer, Barnard, Edward J. Black, James Biack, Milton 
Brown, Buffington, Burt, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Coles, 
Collamer, Cranston, Da h, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, key, Elmer, Fish, Florence, 
Foot, Giddings, Goggin, Grinnell, Grider, Edward 8. Hoem- 


® lin, Haralson, Hardip, Harper, Holmes, Hudson, Washing. 
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ton Hust, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. John- and all other officers authorized to be chosen at any popular * Yigal 


son, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, McConnell, Mcll- 
vaine, Marsh, kdward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Mose- 
ley, Nes, Newton, Paterson, Peyton, Phenix, Pollock, 
Elisha R. Potter, Ramsey, Rayner, Rhett, Rockwell, Rod- 
ney, ers, Sample, Schenck Senter, Severance, Simpson, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Stiles, Summers, Thommasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Winthrop, Wood- 
ward, William Wright, and Yancey.—87. 

THE SUFFRAGE OF WASHINGTON CITY. 

Mr. WELLER asked leave to introduce a bill, 
of which he had heretofore given notice. 

Some objections were made, while others cried, 
‘what is it?” 

Mr. WELLER said it wasabillto extend the 
suffi in the City of Washington; and, as there 
was objection, he moved a suspension of the rules, 
aie him to introduce the bill; and on that mo- 
tion he called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK called for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH said there were many 
other gentlemen in the position in which the gentle- 
man from Ohio stood—having bills which they 
desired to introduce; and therefore he suggested 
that the gentleman from Ohio should so amend his 
his motion as to suspend the rules for half an hour, 
for the veer of introducing bills generally. 

Mr W LLER replied, that he preferred to take 


‘the vote on his simple proposition. 


Mr. CAMPBELL inquired if there was not a bill 
on the calendar to amend the charter of the City of 
Washington, which contained a provision of the 
same character as the bill now presented. 

The SPEAKER replied, that there was such a 
bill on the calendar. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested another amendment 
of the pending motion. It was, that the rules of this 
House generally be suspended to the end of the 
session. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair considers the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio not in order. 

Mr. WELLER thought the House would be 
more advantaged by the suspension of his colleague. 
[ Laughter. } 

The vote was then taken on the suspension of the 
rules, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 124, 
nays 62, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Baily, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker 
hoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shep- 
herd Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dillingham, Dromgoolc, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, 
French, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hammett, 
Momieon, Bare, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. 
W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclay, 
McClelland, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Isaac 
E. Morse, Murphy, Nes, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David S. Reid, 
Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, 
Sample, Saunders, Thomas H. gg David, L. Seymour, 
Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton. Benja- 
min White, Williams, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yan- 
cey, and Yost—124. 

‘AYS—Messrs, Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, Buffington, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Fish, Flo 
rence, Foot, Fuller, Giddings, Goggin, Grinnell, Edward 8. 
Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Daniel P. King, ae McIlvaine, Marsh, Edward 
J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, ee: Newton, Paterson, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Rockwell, Rogers, Schenck, Sen- 
ter, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Andrew Stewart, 
Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, John White, Winthrop, and William Wright—62. 


tr. WELLER then introduced the bill, entitled 
“A bill to extend the right of suffrage in the city 
of Washington.” 

Mr. W. said he hoped the bill would be put upon 
its passage, if the House was prepared to vote upon 
at. 

Cries of “read, read.” 
r. PAYNE called for the reading of the bill; 
which was read as follows: 


A bill to extend the right of suffrage in the city of Wash- 
ington. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
every free white male citizen of the United States (except 
ao confined as paupers in the alms-house) who shall 

ave attained the age of twenty-one years, and shall have 
resided inthe city of Washington one year immediately 
preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote for Mayor, 
jmembers of the Board of Aldermen and Common Council, 
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election under the existing charter of said incorporation. 

And be it further enacted, That all laws inconsistent with 
a of this act be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 


Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment—to strike 
out the word “‘paupers.” 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no ob- 
jection to the bill, the question would be on its pass- 


age. 

Mr. HARALSON remarked that, from the read- 
ing of the bill, it appeared to him to extend 
to all classes of the community—to every sort, size, 
and description, whether in the penitentiary, the 
alms-house, the lunatic asylum, or anywhere else. 
He did not know how it would operate with its 
present provisions, but it could do no harm to send 
it to a committee to be investigated. He therefore 
moved its reference to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope not." 

Mr. HALE had but one suggestion to make in 
relation to this motion. He was in favor of the 
broadest extension of the right of suffrage; but his 
objection to the bill was, that the exception, as it 
now stood, applied to paupers “confined” in the 
alms-house. He did not know what the police of 
this city was; but, in the State from which he came, 
and in all the New England States, paupers were 
not “confined,” but were merely detained, at their 
own request. He was in favor, in order to correct 
any defects there might be in the bill, of referring it 
to a committee for investigation. 

The question was then taken upon the reference, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

_ Mr. HOLMES, on leave, gave notice of his inten- 
tion, on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to in- 
troduce a joint resolution to change the name of the 
brig Daniel Webster to Adela, and the name of 
the schooner Mary Frances to Isabella. 

Mr. ARRINGTON asked leave to introduce a 
resolution directing the Committee on Commerce to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the erection of suitable buildings for the use 
of the custom-house of Newbern, N. C. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution could only 
be received by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR inquired if resolutions 
would not be in order in the regular order of busi- 
ness to day. 

The SPEA KER replied that they would be after 
petitions and reports from committees had been re- 
ceived. 

Mr. SEYMOUR then objected to the reception 


of the resolution at*this time. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 
THE TREASURY. 


Mr. McKAY inquired of the Chair if any com- 
munication had been received from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, which had not been laid before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. McKAY said he hoped it would be present- 
ed, as the Committee of Ways and Means had noth- 
ing before them. 

o objection being made, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the annu- 
al report of the Secretary of the Treasury; which, 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, was ordered to be 

rinted, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 

eans. . 

Mr. McKAY moved that the usual number—ten 
thousand extra copies—thereof be printed. 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion was not 
in order, unless by the general consent of the 
House. 

No objection being made, the question was taken, 
and the motion was agreed to. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, enclosing the annual report of the Commission: 
er of the General Land office; which, 

On motion of Mr. JOHN. W. DAVIS, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. D., on leave, five thousand ex- 
tra copies thereof were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SIMONS, from the Committee on Engrav- 
ing, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee on Engraving be request- 


ed to demand all plates heretofore engraved 

this House, and A for by the House, which hal, fer al 

—. or = eet by those who furnished ie 
ne i : ent} and 

eee ef placed in the keeping of the Congressiong] Li 
The question was taken, and the resolution wy 

agreed to. P 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. JAS. A. BLACK rose and asked leave. ,, 
conformity with previous notice, to introduce q \;) 
to om the pay of the army of the United Sta. 
and for other purposes. > 

No objection being made, the bill was receive; 

Mr. B. moved that it be referred to the Comniit. 
tee on Military Affairs, and be printed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested the propriety 
of sending the bill to a select committee—the cours 
which had been taken with this bill at the last ge. 
sion, and which was usually taken with retreno). 
ment bills; and he moved its reference accordingly 

Mr. WELLER said he supposed this was sy), 
stantially the same bill as that of tke last sessioy 
and he saw no propriety for its referente. He moy. 
ed its reference to the Committee of the Whole op 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. BLACK, in accordance with the suggestion 
made, moved the reference to a select committee of 
five members. 

The question on the reference to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union (being firs: 
in order) was announced, 

Mr. BARNARD expressed the hope that this bil), 
having been introduced by a member, and coming 
from no committee, would be referred to a commi- 
tee, according to the almost universal practice. 

The question was taken, and the House refused to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMES moved the reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HALE remarked that the history of this bill, 
or of one substantially the same, was familiar to 
every member of this House. It had passed this 
House at the last session by a very decided majori- 
= In that bill an attempt had been made by the 

ouse to cut off some of the supernumerary super- 
fluous officers belonging to the army. The bill had 
been kept along until the very [last morning of the 
session, and then every single amount of retrench- 
ment made by the House had been cut off by the 
Senate, and acceded to by the House, because it 
was so late that nothing otherwise could be done. 
He believed a similar course was intended at this 
session; and he did hope, if the House meant to ad- 
here to the principle adopted at that time, (viz: to 
make a tithe of the reduction that ought to be made 
in the army; to cut off some of the supernumerary 
officers, and reduce the pay of others,) that they 
would send it to a select committee, who would 
nurse and take care of it, and see that it was report- 
ed in proper time. For this reason, he hoped that 
it would not go to the standing committee, who were 
already encumbered with a pressure of business. 

The question was taken tellers on the refer 
ence to the Committee on Military Affairs, and was 
decided in the negative: ayes 70, noes 73. 

The question was then taken on the reference toa 
select committee, and was carried without a d- 
vision. 

Mr. ARRINGTON again asked leave to offer the 
resolution which he had previously attempted t 
(and which is given above.) 

No objection being made, the resolution was re- 
ceived; and, at the request of Mr. BLACK, 0! 
Georgia, the resolution, having been modified so as 
to make a similar inquiry with reference to Savan- 
nah, Georgia, was adopted. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OE OREGON. 


Mr. DUNCAN asked leave to introduce a bill of 
very important character, in conformity with notice 
heretofore given. 

The SPEAKER said that the business regularly 
in order was petitions that lay over, and then reports 
of committees. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he apprehended there would 
be no objection to the introduction of the bill. It was 
in relation to Oregon. 

Objections were heard from several quarters. 

Mr. DUNCAN then moved to suspend the rules 
for its introduction; and on this motion he called the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The bill having been read by its title, viz: “A bill 
to organize a territorial government in the Orego” 
Territory, and for other purposes,” the question was 
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aken, and the motion prevailed—yeas 125, nays 53, 


ws: 
oe ee Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, 

nton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. 
Bentt™ Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
‘aldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Shepherd Cary, 
( ‘lin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, 
Clineb Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 
Derreg, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dillingham, Douglass, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Fick- 
jin, Foster, French, Fuller, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibal 
Hanlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Hays, Henley, Her- 

ick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick,'Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, Mc- 
Connell, McDowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. Morse, 
Murphy, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Phenix, 
pollock, Elisha R. Potter, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, Thos. 
Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, 
James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wentworth, Wethered, 
Wheaton, B@njamin White, Williams, Woodward, Joseph 
4. Wright, Yancey, and Yost—125. 

“NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Ashe, Baily, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Burt, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dromgoole, Fish, Florence, Giddings, Goggin, 
Grinnell, Grider, Edward S. Hamlin, Harper, Holmes, Hud- 
son, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Perle 
B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Newton, Paterson, 
Peyton, Preston, Purdy, Rathbun, Rayner, Rhett, Rockwell, 
Rogers, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, 
Spence, Summers, Thomasson, Vinton, John White, and 
Winthrop—53. ; 

The rules being thus suspended, the bill was read 

twice, and, on motion by Mr. DUNCAN, referred 
to the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be 
wrinted. ; 
Mr. DOUGLASS, in ene of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
roviding for the purchase of certain copies of the 
Histery of Oregon, California, and the Northwest 
Coast of America; which being twice read— 

Mr. D. moved to refer it to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to refer it to the 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked who was the author of 
the work. : 

Mr. DOUGLASS answered that it was Mr 
Greenhow. _ . 

The question was first put on referring the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and rejected; and, ae 

The question being put on referring it to the Com- 
mittee on the Library, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, without a division: 

Mr. PHGENIX moved to suspend the rules, for 
the House to resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked what time would 
be allowed for the further presentation of petitions 
and resolutions, if the motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER replied that, in the regular or- 
der of business, petitions would come up to-morrow, 
— the morning hour, unless the House should 
give the preference to other business. 

The question being put on the motion of Mr. 
Puenix to suspend the rules, to go into Committee 
of the Whole, the vote was: ayes 82, noes 22. 

No quorum voting— 

Mr. COBB moved that the House adjourn; but, 
the yeas and nays being ordered, he withdrew the 
motion. 

The question being again put on suspending the 
rules, to go into Committee of the Whole, the vote 
was: ayes 76, noes 23. 

No quorum voting— 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House adjourn; 
and, the yeas and nays being ordered, the question 
was taken, and decided in the negative: yeas 71, 
nays 101. 

he SPEAKER laid before the House the esti- 
mates from the Treasury De ent for the next 
fiscal year; and they were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, on the motion of Mr. McKAY. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Puenix to go into Committee of the Whole; which 
was taken by Messrs. Porrock and A. A. Cuap- 
MAN, tellers, who reported 71 in the affirmative, and 
29 in the negative. 

Still no quorum voting— 

The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: : 

By Mr. FRENCH; The petition and aecompanying doe 
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uments of the Rev. John Young, of Kentucky, were refered 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: the petition of 17 citizens of Lock- 
port, New York, for a law declaring slavery unconstitu- 
tional in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Jesse Campbell, of 
Mason county, Kentucky, a soldier in the late war with 
Great Britain, one of the captives confined in the Dart- 
moor prison, in Seen. praying that Congress may pass 
a law for his relief, he now being poor and an invalid, aged, 
and infirm: refered to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

= Mr. A. A. CHAPMAN: The petition of sundry citizens 
of the counties Tazewell and Logan, Virginia, praying for 
the establishment of a mail route from Tazewell court- 
house to Logan court-house: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The es of J. Riley Knight for 
compensation for losses and injuries sustained whilein the 
service of the United States as keeper of light-house in 
Louisiana: referred to the Committee of Claims. Also, the 
petition of Lindley & Russel, and many others, merchants 
of New Orleans, praying for donation of certain lands to the 
State of Indiana, to aid the completion’of the Wabash and Erie 
canal: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. Also, 
the memorial of Elizabeth H. Dickson, praying for recog- 
nition of a certain pre-emption claim: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of Francis Holton, late 
of the navy of the United States, praying a pension in con- 
sequence of wounds received in the late war. 

y- Mr. MCCLELLAND: The petition for the relief of the 
heirs of Sergeant Major John Champ, deceased: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Alse, the peti- 
tion of George Alford, of Monrge, Michigan, to be reinstat- 
ed on pension roll. Also, the petition of Captain John Mar- 
tin for arrears of pension: referred to the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. C. JOHNSON: the petition of James M. Lewis, for 
an invalid pension. 

By Mr. FARLEE: the memorial of Robert Graham and 
the accompanying papers; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvuespay, December 17, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, 
transmitting further information received from the 
Quartermaster General, in relation to the ship 
Charles Wharton, stranded on the bar at the en- 
trance of Tampa bay; which, on motion of Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting accounts of expenditures, under 
der the head of ‘contingent expenses,” as settled 
and allowed at the office of the Fourth Auditor of 
the Treasury, during the year ending 30th Septem- 
ber, 1844. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee presented a petition 
from Thomas A. Russell, praying indemnity for his 
horse, taken by a recruiting officer into the service of 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Broadstreet, praying for an allowance of boun- 
ty on the fishing schooner Mary, of Newburyport: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also a petition from Henry Hatch, of Boston, 
praying indemnity, as administrator, for French 
spoliations prior to 1800: referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. CHOATE, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition of Hen 
Gardiner and others of the New England Mississip- 
pi Land Company. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of the city and county of Phila- 
coe asking that the piers at Port Penn and Ree- 
dy Island be repaired; and that the light-house on 
Brandywine shoals, in the river Delaware, be com- 
pleted by the government: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 


Also presented additional testimony in support of 
the claim of Joshua Shaw, for compensation for the 
use of his inventions of percussion locks, caps, &c.: 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Also presented a memorial from sundry citizens 
_of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, asking that 
\ the naturalization laws be so changed as to require 
ja residence of 21 years from foreigners, after their 

declaration of intention to become citizens, before 
they shall be entitled to the privilege of citizenship. 

Mr. B. said he had also received, with this memo- 

rial, a request from a respectable citizen of Phila- 
delphia, that he should express his opinion on this 
subject at the time of the presentation of the memo- 
rial. He did not consider this a proper time to en- 
ter into a discussion of this great question. At the 
same time, he had no objection to state that he was 








37 


against extending the time of the residence of for- 
eigners beyond the period of five years, which was 
now necessary to acquire the rights of citizenship. 
He entertained the same opinions now, upon this 
subject, that he entertained when he formerly pre- 
sented memorials of this nature; but if it heulk be 
established that the present naturalization laws were 
not a sufficient guard against frauds, and if it should 
be established that frauds had been committed to 
anything like the extent mentioned, he should go 
with him who went farthest so to amend the natu- 
ralization laws that fraud would not be the conse- 
quence of this system; and he believed that ay 
citizen of the country, whether native or naturalized, 
was deeply concerned in suppressing these frauds, 
if such did exist, upon the rights of the citizens of 
the United States. Without going further into this 
subject at present, and stating that at the proper 
time he should be ready to express his views upon 
it, he moved the reference of the memorial to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, stating at the same 
time that it was signed by highly respectable citizens 
of the city and county of Philadelphia. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for an extension of the naturalization laws so as 
to require a probationary residence of twenty-one 
years to entitle foreigners to the rights of citizen- 
ship. 

Mr. ARCHER thought, with the honorable sen- 
tor from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucnanan,] that the 
presentation of memorials was not the appropriate 
occasion for the expression of their sentiments on 
the great question involved in the prayer of this me- 
morial. He was exceedingly anxious to give ex- 
pression fully to the sentiments that he indulged as 
to the object of this memorial; but perceiving, as he 
did, that there was to be a hot war in the country in | 
relation to this subject, he had not the least desire to | 
throw away any of his — upon the parade | 
ground. He must acknowledge he was deeply con- 
cerned at the indications manifested in the brief de- 
bate of yesterday. Before the occurrence of that de- 
bate, he entertained a hope that the demonstrations 
afforded by the great abuses which had been prac- 
tised in reference to these laws of nati:valization 
must have produced an impression upon the Senate 
of the United States far different from that which he 
understood yesterday to prevail. He did hope that, 
upon the very first indication of this question comin 
upon the floor of the Senate, he should see evince 
something like the impression which he knew pre- 
vailed throughout this great country. Grieved he 
was to say that he perceived no feeling of that kind 
in this body. 

He was glad to know, at so early a period, what 
was the state of feeling here. He was glad that it 
had been announced in that debate, to the people of 
this country. Gentlemen were going to find, before 
two more years passed over their heads, that this 
enormous abuse, which he had almost heard denied 
on this floor yesterday, would no longer be endured; 
the people were not going to be contented with 
observing the effect of remedies, or any cutting off 
of what bia honorable colleague [Mr. Rives} termed 
“execrescences.”” 

{Mr. RIVES observed, from his seat, that he had 
made use of no such expression. 

He (Mr. Arcner) understood him so; however, 
it was implied in the remarks of his colleague. He 
was going to do him full justice. He was very sure 
his honorable colleague, like himself, was most de- 
sirous to find a remedy for the abuses which had 
been brought before the Senate; but he [Mr. Rives} 
did not seem disposed to go to the extent that he 
(Mr. A.) was disposed to go to—not in stripping off 
branches of this abuse, Lut in going directly to the 
root. Let him tell his honorable colleague he should 
have his sincere participation in that object; but it 
was not in stripping off branches of the abuse of 
which he [Mr. Rives] spoke yesterday. with a great 
many expressions of qualification, that this great 
abuse was to be reached. He expected to find 
in him, and the honorable sonator from Maryland, 
(Mr. Meraicx,] cordial and zealous allies in the 
object which he, for one, would never lose sight 
of—an effectual eradication of the root of the evil. 

As to the sentiments of the honorable senator 
from New York, (Mr. Foster,] he asked the atten- 
tion of the country to them. After that honorable 
gentleman had finished his remarks, he (Mr. A.) 
really did not know whether he would be at liberty 
to make any distinction between indigenous citizens 
of this country and those off-seourings of 1 foreign 
population who were to come here and center inte 
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the practical operation of our institutions, if not to 
assist in framing them, while wholly mnorant of 
their value and import, or reckless of the conse- 
quences. 

He was told that, if we undertook to form any 
distinction between foreigners and native Ameri- 
cans, it would be invidious. He was told that one 
man who had lived five years in the United States 
was just as good as another, and just as much enti- 
tled to exercise the elective franchise in the United 
States. He was told you must look, not to distinc- 
tions made by residence or time, but those distinc- 
tions made by morals. , 

And what next? That it was very difficult to de- 
tect or enforce distinctions depending upon morals. 
And all this amounted to what? To the fact that, 
whilst all were ready to admit that the most nefa- 
rious abuses (and we had just as well undertake to 
deny that the sun shines, as to deny this) had oc- 
curred at the last presidential election, nevertheless, 
there was no distinction to be made between native- 
bow citizens and those who were from a foreign 
land. 

Let him tell the Senate and the country that 
such anticipations were not going to be realized. If 
the members of this and the other body did not take 
the matter into their hands, the people of the coun- 
try would take it into their own hands, and adopt a 
more effectual guard against these frauds than any 
which had been proposed here for the redress of 
this public grievance. He moved the reference of 
the memorial to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BATES presented a_ petition from Mary 
Blakesle, of Baltimore, Maryland, and a petition 
from Joseph Simmons, severally praying for pen- 


“sions; which were referred to the committee on 


Pensions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented two memorials, 
one from Jacob Fowler, residing in Covington, 
Kentucky, and the other from Ellizon Williams, of 
Kenton county, Kentucky, who served under Gen. 
Wa ne, praying for pensions. 

Mr. - made some remarks, calling the attention 
tion of the pension committee, to whom they were 
referred, to the peculiar merits of these two cases. 

On motion by Mr. UPHAM, the petition of James 
Smalley, agent for a regiment of Vermont militia, 
asking for remuneration for their services in de- 
fending Plattsburg during the late war, was ordered 
to be taken from the files, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 

Resolved, Theat the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing com- 
pensation to the owners of the schooner “Select,” for dam- 
ages sustained by them in consequence of a collision be- 
tween the said schooner and the United States frigate Mis- 
sissippi, in August, 1842, without fault on the part of the 
crew of the said schooner. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill to 
consolidate and amend the acts in relation to pen- 
sions to the widows and orphans of naval officers, 
seamen, and marines; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committet on Naval Affairs. 

Also introduced, on leave, a joint resolution, 
authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. T. Thorn- 
ton in the settlement of his acconnts; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. BATES, on leave, introduced a bill to refund 
and ascertain the balance due Massachusetts; which 
was read twice, and, with the report of the Secre- 
tary of War on the subject, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
recognise the sales of the public lands in the State 
of Louisiana, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ASHLEY gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill organizing a 
new land district in the southern part of Bs 


kansas. 

Mr. BREESE, on leave, introduced a bill declar- 
ing the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to 
impose a tax on all lands hereafter sold in that State 
by the United States from and after the time of such 
saie; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, introduced a bill 
supplementary to the act for the relief of John Hol- 
lmgsworth, of Blount county, Alabama, approved 
28th June, 1838; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. MILLER, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
grading and paving square 249, belonging to the 
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United States, in the City of Washi 
was read twice, and referred 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, introducee a bill for 
the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of H. H. Sanders, fora renew- 
al of apension, be taken from the files and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, that the petition of J. F. Caldwell be ta- 
ken from the files, and referred to the Committee 
one the Post Office and Post Roads. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which, under the rule, lie one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 


; which 
to the Committee on 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
oe whether naturalization papers have been granted 
to foreigners by any federal or State court, in violation of 
the provisions of the laws of Congress; and thatsaid com- 
mittee be authorized to send for persons and papers. 

Resolved, That said committee be instructed to inquire in- 
to the expediency of a law empowering the district courts 
of the United States tocancel and declare null all naturali- 
zation papers which muy be found, upon judicial investiga- 
tion, to have been granted in violation or fraud ofthe laws 
of Congress. ; 

Mr. FOSTER of New York, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make arrangements or compromise with any 
of the sureties on bonds given 7. Samuel Swart- 
wout, late collector of the part of New York; which 
was read twice, and, with the petitions and papers 
on the files on the subject, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. ; 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, it was ordered 
that the petition of William Bubuys, late postmas- 
ter at New Orleans, be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Miles King 
and +y assignees; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. > 

The resolution submitted by Mr. DICKINSON 
yesterday, concerning our Indian relations, (to be 
found in a preceding column,) came up in order, 
and was agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. ASHLEY yes- 
terday, (and to be found in a preceding coleumn’ on 
the subject of drawbacks on goods exported in origi- 
nal packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, was taken 
up, and agreed to. 


ELECTIONS OF ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT. 

The bill from the House regulating the time for 
electing the electors of President and Vice President 
of the United States was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The following bills were read the third time and 
passed, viz: 

An act changing the time of holding the federal 
courts of Kentucky; and, 

An act for the relief of Joshua Kennedy of Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from 
Brown, Graves, & Co., and others of the citizens of 
New York, praying that the bill introduced into the 
House on the 7thof June last, entitled “a bill to 
refund the duties collected on coffee imported from 
the Netherlands, and to repeal the discrimination 
made on this article by the taritf act of 1842, so far 
as the Netherlands are concerned,” may be passed 
into a law with as little delay as possible: referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also presented a memorial from the president 
and professors of William and Mary College, pray- 
ing indemnity for property destroyed by the enemy 
during the revolution, in consequence of its occupan- 
cy by the United States: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 


OREGON. 
Mr. ATCHISON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to organize 
the government ofthe Territory of Oregon. 


GRANT TO THE HEIRS OF ROBERT FULTON. 
The engrossed bill for the relief ofthe heirs of 
Robert Fulton coming up on its third reading, 
Mr. TAPPAN requested that it would be post- 
poned till to-morrow. 
Mr. PEARCE thought the delay unnecessary. 


vet TAPPAN moved the postponement of the 


On this question the ayes were 13, noes 14: 4, 
the bill was not ordered to be postponed. 
It was then read athird time; and the question 


being on its . 
M.. BREESE called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 

Mr. BERRIEN said he understood the bill to }. 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; and that 
it appropriated a large sum ($76,300.) He desireg 
to be informed of the grounds on which the bij jg 
recommended. 

Mr. PEARCE replied that it was a bill in the 
very shape in which it passed the Senate, after , 
long debate, last session; during which debate the 
whole merits of the case were thoroughly examined 
and decided upon. It had been also frequently be. 
fore the Senate and the House of Representatives 
prior to the last session; and had been, on each oo. 
casion, fully and satisfactorily explained. Mr. p. 
then enumerated various reports on the subject both 
by committees of Congress and the executive de. 
partments, and entered into a minute history of the 
case; the material substance of which was, that, in 
February, 1815, Mr. Fulton died while in the 
employment of the government; and that, in Jany. 
ary, 1837, Mr. Dickerson, oop baad the Navy, 
reported the following statement of his accounts, in 
obedience to a joint resolution of Congress, passed 
23d June, 1836: 

United States in account with the heirs of Robert Fulton, 
Dr— 

1810. see expended by him in making torpedo experi 
ments for harbor defence - ° - $5,000 
Services in making same - : : . 
1615. Damages for the detention of the steamer 
Vesuvius from December 30, 1814, to March 12, 

1815, impressed into the service of the United 


States at New Orleans by Gen. Jackson - 50,000 
The use of Mr. Fulton’s patent right for construct- 


50.00 


ing steam frigates - . rae - 60,000 
Services of superintendent in building a steam 
frigate at New York (the Fulton) : * 25,000 
$145,000 
Cr.— : 
1810. By cash advanced for making experiments 
for coast and harbor defence by torpedoes - $5,000 
1814. By cash advanced on contract to fit out 
steamboats for government - - — 40,000 
$45,000 
Balance due the heirs of Robert Fulton’ - - 100,000 
$145,000 


When, however, the subject was up last session, 
considerable modifications of this account were 
made, and the balance due was reduced to $76,300. 
There was, indeed, a part of this sum which, 
it was considered, the government was un- 
der no legal obligation to pay; but, in view of the 
eminent services rendered to the country by Mr. 
Fulton’s inventions and adaptation of steam power, 
it was admitted that the gratuity afforded by that 
item would not be too much. 

Mr. BERRIEN had made the inquiry from no 
disposition to obstruct the bill; but from a desire to 
enable him and others to vote understandingly, as 
well as from the conviction that a bill making appro- 
priation to this amount should not pass without 
satisfactory explanation. 

Mr. DICKINSON called the attention of the 
Senate to the investigation of this claim two years 
since, both by the Navy Department and the Com- 
mittee on Claims in the Senate, by which it appear- 
ed that no grounds existed for such a demand. 

Mr. BREESE was also satisfied that the report 
of the Committee on Claims, made through Mr. 
Granam, 17th February, 1842, proved that nothing 
was due by the government to the heirs of Mr. Ful- 
ton. Ifan appeal was made to the generosity of 
Congress on the grounds of Mr. Fulton’s services, 
there might bea general disposition 4o act liberally; 
but even then, it might well be doubted if there was 
any power to make this consideration the grounds 
of -y appropriation. He called for the reading of 
Mr. Grauanm’s report. 

The report was read accordingly. It states fully 
the reasons which influenced the committee to make 
an adverse report on the claim. It disposes of four 
items in the debit side of the account, amounting to 
$85,000, by showing their extravagance, and assert- 
ing that the $45,000 on the credit side, amply paid 
. these claims. The concluding pnragraph runs 

us: 

“It thus appears that no ‘use’ has ever been made of 
Mr. Fulton’s invention in respect to steam-vessels of war hy 
the naval constructors, or any persons attached to the navel 
service of the United States. Nor, in the opinian of the board, 
have they been in any d aided in improvement of 
steam-vessels of war by his invention. Yqur committee, 
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nable to concur with Mr. Secretary Dicker- 
theretonn wing this amount of $60,000 as acredit to Mr. Ful- 
— the statement of his account with the government. The 
Pee or of being the first to apply steam-power exclusively to 
- els of war, as well as to commercial vessels, is his ; and 
ane of agreat public benefactor is inseparably connect- 
- ith his name. But, without a departure from the usages 
. ae government from the eurliest period, and the estab- 
5 hment of a precedent of a most dangerous tendency, the 
- mittee cannot recognise this remote benefit to the coun- 
“7 jp the construction of ships of war, as constituting a 
yt for pecuniary reward to be paid to the heirs of the 
coventOr rom the public treasury. They, therefore, report 
io adoption the fo wing resolution, to wit : 
* "Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not 
to be granted.” ; ; 

Mr. PEARCE said that, inasmuch as the senator 
from Illinois had called for the reading of an adverse 
report exclusively, while many of a contrary nature 
existed which ought also to be read, in order to 

ive time for producing them, he would assent to 
the proposition of postponement, or himself make a 
motion to postpone the bill till to-morrow. 


The further consideration of the bill was accord- 


ingly postponed till to-morrow. 
NAVY CONTRACTS. 


The Senate bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Navy to extend the time for filling contracts in cer- 
taincases, was read a third time and passed. 


FURLOUGHS IN THE NAVY. 

The Senate bill authorizing furloughs in the navy 
ip certain cases, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD gave notice that to-morrow, 
or the earliest day practicable, he would introduce 
a bill for granting pensions to Jacob Fowler and 
Eliston Williams, soldiers in Wayne’s army of 
1794. 
SPECULATORS IN TEXAS LANDS AND SCRIP. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over till to-morrow, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether any provisions are necessary, 
in providing for the annexation ot Texas, to protect the 
United States from speculating operations in Texas lands or 
scrip; and whether any persons employed by the govern- 
ment are connected with such speculations. 

Also, that said committee be instructed to inquire whether 
the Texas treaty was commenced or agreed upon before the 
receipt of Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of December 26, 1843, 
to’Mr. Packenham, communicated to our government in 
February, 1844. 

Also, that it be instructed to obtain, if possible, the ‘pri- 
vate letter"gfrom London, quoted in Mr. Upshur’s first des- 
patch in the Texas negotiation, and supposed by the Presi- 
dent,to have been carried away among the private papers; 
and to ascertain the name of the writer of said letter. 

And that said committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers to answer the foregoing inquiries, and any 
others that may be necessary to promote the safe, speedy, 

aceable, and honorable annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, December 17, 1844. 


The minutes of yesterday were heard and ap- 
proved. 





NOTICES AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice of his inten- 
tion hereafter to ask leave to introduce a bill to au- 
thorize the erection of a marine hospital at Chicago, 
in the State of Illinois, provided, the funds for the 
same can be raised from the sale of portions of the 
military reservations in said city. 

On the motion of Mr. PEYTON, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to — irito the expediency of amending 
the pension law of 1932, so as to extend the benefits to the 
officers and soldiers of the revolutionary war who served 
less than six months; and of so amendingfthe pension law 
of 1836 as to include the widows of revolutionary officers 
and soldiers who married after 1796. 

Mr. HENLEY desired to submit a resolution to 
prohibit motions for adjournment before 4 o’clock 
p.m. each day; which was objected to. He then 
rae iy a suspension of the rules; which was nega- 
uved, 

_ Mr. HAMLIN offered a resolution in the follow- 
ing terms: 

Resolved, That 10,000 copies of the report of the majority, 
and a like number of the report of the,minority, of the spe- 
cial committee of the last session, on the memorial of sev- 
eral members of the legislature of Rhode Island, be printed 
for the use of the House. 

On this resolution, which lies over one day under 
the rule, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if it was in order to 
move the 2 come — at this time? The rule 
required that all such resolutions should lie over for 
one day before any action could be had thereon; and 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


he contended that, to make such a motion, was ac- 
tion upon the resolution. 

The SPEAKER replied, and decided that the 
motion for the previous question could be received 
and entered, but could not be acted upon this day. 

Mr. ADAMS thought the decision of the Speak- 
er was inconsistent with other decisions on like sub- 
ects. 

Mr. CRANSTON desired the gentleman from 
Maine to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question, that it might come up to-morrow for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. HAMLIN was not willing to assent to that 
suggestion, inasmuch as he was not assured that he 
should be entitled to the floor when this subject 
should again come up. 

The subject then went over. 

On motion of Mr. SIMONS, it was 


Resolved, That 11,335 copies of a draft representing the 
contemplated navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, to accom- 
pany document No. 2, be furnished. 


Mr. HALE gave notice of his inteniion hereafter 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to abolish the office 
of Commissioner of Public Buildings. _ 

Mr. HALE also submitted a resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be request- 
ed to inform the House what contracts, ifany, have been 
made by his department since the first day of January, an- 
no Domini 1840, for ee pine timber or lumber to 
any navy-yards; and if so, to what yards; in what papers, if 
any,were the proposals advertised; with whom the contracts 
were made; how much timber or lumber has been furnished 
under said contracts; what prices have been paid therefor; 
and how much more has been paid under said contracts for 
said timber than was paid for the same articles before the 
contract was entered into. 


The resolution lies over one day, under the rule. 
Mr. WINTHROP offered the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over one day, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House copies ofall instructions is- 
sued by him in reference to the collection af duties on 
wines, coffee, or other articles of import since the first day 
of June last. 


On the motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of paying Samuel Perry the 
amount deducted from a freight bill under a contract with 
McClure and company for transportation of Indian stores, 
and an additional amount obtained for detention, and the ex- 
penses incurred thereby. 


Mr. REDING offered the following resolution; 
which lies over one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House how much money was paid each 
year by the late bank of the United States, and its immedi- 
ate successor the United States bank of Pennsylvania, to 
members of Congress, editors of newspapers, bank attor- 
neys, andthe persons employed b said banks in this and 
other countries, giving the name of each person to whom 
payment was made as aforesaid, and the amount paid to 
each. And also, that he report the amount loaned by said 
banks each year to members of Congress, bank attorneys, 
editors of newspapers, and officers, agents, or other persons 
in the employment of said banks, giving the names of such 
persons, and the amount to each respeetively. Also, the 
amount paid for printing, and to whom paid. 


Mr. CATLIN submitted the following; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency of ma- 


king an appropriation to continue the improvements in the 
harbor of Norwich and Thames river in Connecticut. 


Mr. DANIEL P. KING submitted the follow- 
ing; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of the pensions due to the widows of revolutionary 
soldiers, agreeably to the act of June 17th 


Mr. RATHBUN submitted the following; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
he instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Mercy Hoar. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD offered the following; 
which, after being amended, on the motion of Mr. 
WINTHROP, was agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 


the expediency of reporting separate bills for every district 
appropriation proposed to be made. 


Mr. PATERSON offered a resolution instruct- 
ing the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire of 
the Secretary of War if it be not expedient to con- 
struct fortifications at or near the mouth of the 
Genesee river, upon Lake Ontario. 

Mr. HARALSON (chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs) said he hoped the gentleman 
who wanted to make the inquiry would do so him- 
self. If he wished the information, he could write 
to the Secretary of War as well as it could be done 
by the committee. 
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The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rejected. , . 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR offered the following reso- 
lution, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish this House with a statement showing the quantity 
of “coarse wool unmanufactured, the value whereof, at the 
last port or place whence exported to the U. States, is seven 
cents or under per pound;” which has been imported inte 
the United States and paid duties since the present terif 
went into operation, 

Mr. FISH gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
or some subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a 
bill to authorize the sale ef Fort Gansevoort, in the 
city of New York, and the purchase of certain land 
on Staten Island, used for the defence of the harbor of 
New York. : 

Mr. STRONG offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the preservation and improvement ef the t to 
Port Jefferson bay, in the State of New York. 

Mr. PRATT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be, and they are 
hereby, directed to inquire into the expediency of ing 
the necessary appropriation, out of the patent fund, to pur- 
chase an ample collection of scientific and other necessary 
books, to provide for the publication and distribution of the 
descriptions and drawings of the inventions for which pat- 
ents have been granted; also, what other provisions are ne 
cessary to give greater efficiency to the office, and a more 
perfect arrangement of the models and drawings, within 
the extent of the funds arising from patents; and that the 
committee report by bill or otherwise. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
ag ay men 
Mr. ELMER offered a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Commerce to inquire into the ex 
diency of making an appropriation for completing 
the Delaware breakwater; and also to inquire into 
the expediency of commencing a breakwater — 
Crow shoal, on the Cape May side of the bay. The 
resolution was agreed to. ; 

Mr. W. WRIGHT gave notice that he intended 
to ask leave to introduce a bill for the yargereat 
removing obstructions at the mouth of the c 
river, New Jersey. 

Mr. RAMSEY offered the following resolution; 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That 2,500 extracopies of the report of Pro- 
fessor Johnson to the Navy Department, on the various 
kinds of coal and their adaptation to the production of 
steam, be printed. 

Mr. DARRAGH offered a resolution directing the 
Committee on Roads and Canals to report a bill 
authorizing the opening of a canal around the falls 
of St. Mary at the outlet of Lade Superior. 

After a momentary conversation between Messrs. 
DARRAGH and SAMPLE, the resolution was 


“— . 
r. J. R. INGERSOLL offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, at the close of the 
session, pay out of the contingent fund to those in the ser- 
vice of the House an amount equal to that psid to similar 
individuals by the Senate during the present Congress. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to the resolu- 
tion; and it accordingly lies over. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREW STEWART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to William Gump, of Greene county, Pennsylvania. 


On motion of Mr. BUFFINGTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the improvement of the Alleghany, from Pittsburg, 
» = State of Pennsylvania, to Olean, in the State af New 

Ork. 

WINES, SILKS, AND FREE GOODS. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That those parts of the act commonly known 
as the tariff act of August, 1842, be modified and rectified, as 
far as respects foreign wines and silks, when they conflict . 
with treaties, or are otherwise objectionable. Also, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of imposing a nominal duty on al! free 
articles, for the precise ascertainment of them. 

The reading of the resolution being greeted with 
some laughter in certain quarters of the House, 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he wished it to bs under- 
stood, as the resolution ——_ to be a subject of 
derision in his neighborhood, that he was responsi- 
ble fer it, and for itall. 

Renewed laughter. } ; 

he SPEAKER sagen that this resolation 
proposed to c a ing law of the landy. 
which it was not competent for the House to do by 
resolution. 
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Mr. INGERSOLL said he took it for granted 
that it would be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to inquire into the expediency of the 
matter. But he had drawn the resolution in its 
present form, because it was the fact, and a remark- 
able fact it was, as ap from a hasty reading of 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, that that 
department had been obliged to alter a law of the 
land conformably to treaty stipulations, because bills 
reported at the last session had not been acted on. 

r. ANDREW STEWART moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered. 

After some conversation by Messrs. INGER- 
SOLL, WINTHROP, and the SPEAKER, 

Mr. INGERSOLL, at the suggestion of the 
Speaker, modified his resolution so as to put in 
the form of an inquiry by the Committee of Ways 
and Means into the expediency of all the changes 
referred to in the resolution. 

Mr. STEWART, remarking that, since the mod- 
fication of the resolution, he had no objection to it, 
withdrew his motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. £. J. BLACK moved an amendment to the 
latter clause of the resolution, so as to provide for 
an inquiry “into the expediency of imposing a rev- 
enue duty upon all articles now imported free;” and 
upon the amendment he asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS objected to the resolution, and 
proposed to debate it. It was accordingly laid 
over. 

Mr. HOPKINS, in pusuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill for the relief of Joseph Ramsey; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

MR. MADISON’S PAPERS. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE offered the following resolu- 
ton: 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of contracting for 
the purchase and publication of the writings, correspond- 
ence, and papers of the late James Madison, not heretofore 
purchased and published. 

Mr. D. remarked that he presumed there would 
be no objections to the inquiry. He asked, how- 
ever, for the information of the House, that a short 
paper be read to call the attention of the House more 
particularly to the subject. 

Mr. D. sent to the Clerk, by whom it was read, 
the following: 

To the Hon. Grorcr C. Dromcoote, 
House of Representatives: 

Permit me, sir, to take aa liberty with you, which I feel 
some authority to do from the respect my husband cherish- 
ed for you, and the affection with which you have ifispired 
my son, who assisted in preparing the manuscript papers of 
Mr. Madison for the press, which I now desire to offer, 
through you, to Congress, as the safest proprietors of wri- 
tings which they well know how to appreciate. They con- 
sist of between five and six volumes, exclusive of the De- 
bates he disposed of to Congress—one on constitutional sub- 
jects, which may well follow the Debates, being comments 
on their results: three volumes of a historical character— 
legislative and administrative—embracing proceedings of 
the legislature of Virginia during his service in that body, 
as well as those of Congress while he was a member, under 
the administration of President Washington. The eubjects 
ofthe residue of his writings are political, political econo- 
my, law of nations, judicial, &c.,and miscellaneous. 

Should it please you to take _* in my interest by making 
this proposal to your honorable body, | shall be ready to 
lay before you the work essential to the object, on your sug- 
gestion of the proper time. 

With much respect, 
D. P. MADISON. 

[Memorandum furnished Gen. Dromcoote.]} 


The writings of Mr. Madison are arranged to be 
divided into volumes of 5 or 600 pages: 

Vol. Ist. The papers relating to the articles of 
confederation and constitution of Virginia; letters of 
James Madison to Jefferson, Monroe, Pendleton, 
Randolph, Washington, and Madison, sen., up to 
the commencement of the new government; with ap- 
pendix, containing notes of confederacies and of the 
confederation. 

Vol. 2d. The letters of the abovenamed and 
others during the administrations of Washington 
and Adams; republican view of the policy of those 
administrations; notes of conversations and papers 
connected with hm confidential intercourse with 
Washington, his character, and explanation of the 
— in Giles’s impeachment of Hamilton. 

_Vol. 3d. The letters of or to foreign ministers and 
diplomatic functionaries, heads of departments, mili- 
tary and naval commarders, Presidents and ex-Pres- 
idents Jefferson and Monroe; and, if necessary, to 

n- 


George Jay, Henry Wheaton, C. J. Ingersoll, A 
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drew Stevenson, John Adams, J. Q. Adams, Wm. 
C. Rives, &c., to the close of either administration, 
or to includé the whole correspondence with Jeffer- 
son and Monroe, as may be necessary to fill the vol- 
ume; eg Joe policy of these administrations. 

Vol. 4th. Letters and writings on constitutional 
subjects. 

ol. Sth. Essays and letters on political econ- 
omy, law of nations, juridical, historical, na- 
tural history, &c., may make out this volume; 
may include also printed essays in Freneau’s 
political observations, 1795, and examina- 
tion of British doctrine, &c.; some essays to be 
found with the papers relating to Washington; and 
possibly this fund, and what may be taken from 
the miscellaneous mass, may make the 5th and 6th 
volumes; and leave the miscellaneous for the 7th. 

Vol. 6th. Miscellaneous. 

The reading of these papers, Mr. D. remarked, 
showed the importance of the matter referred to. 
He took this occasion to say, also, that upon the 
adoption of the resolution to refer the matter toa 
joint committee, he was authorized to say the pa- 
ow would be open for inspection to the committee. 

he papers were now in the city, at the residence 
of Mrs. Madison, where they were arranged with 
every facility for their examination. 

He need not detain the House to remark upon the 
character of Mr. Madison, and particularly how 
pre-eminent above all other men he had been for 
the fidelity of his statements, and for his freedom 
from all political bias therein. 


THE PAPERS OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 


Mr. FISH moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting a provision for a similar inquiry with ref- 
erence to the papers, correspondence, &c., of Alex- 
ander Hamilton. He was induced te do this, he 
said, in consequence of a letter he had yesterday re- 
ceived from the widow of that gentleman, urging 
him to bring the matter before the House. In it she 
stated that she was about to come to this city for 
the purpose of submitting the papers which she de- 
sired to have published. He had therefgre moved 
the amendment. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said if there was any evi- 
dence that the papers referred to by the gentleman 
were prepared for the inspection of the House, he 
should have no objection to the amendment; still, 
he thought it proper that each proposition should be 
presented in a separate and distinct form; and he 
now gave to the gentleman from New York the as- 
surance that, if he would not embarrass his (Mr. 
D.’s) proposition with his amendment, he would 
not interfere with the gentleman’s proposition at 
any time when he presented it to the eg 

Mr. FISH, on this assurance, withdrew his 
amendment. 

The question recurring on the original resolution, 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. STEENROD offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine hos- 
pital at Wheeling, Virginia 

Mr. GOGGIN offered the following, which was 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lomax, widow of the late .'ajor Mann Page Lo- 
max, of the United States army, the half pay allowed to 
widows whose husbands have died of wounds received in 
service. 


SOLDIERS OF THE OLD INDIAN WARS. 


Mr. SUMMERS offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pers | 
by law similar compensation for the officers and soldiers 
who served in the Indian wars between the treaty of peace 
of 1783, and the treaty of Greenville in 1795, as is now au- 
thorized by law to be paid to officers and soldiers of the rev- 
olutionary war. 


PAY AND MILEAGE. 


Mr. CHAPMAN submitted the following reso- 
aes which lies over one day, on notice of de- 

ate: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay, out of the 
contingent fund of the House, to Wictiam L. Gocain, his 
aoe and pay as a member of this House from the 4th 
day of December, 1843, to the 15th day of February, 1844, 
inclusive. 

Mr. HOLMES, in pursuance of previous notice, 
obtained leave, and introduced a joint resolution to 
change the name of the = Webster to 
Adela, and the name of the schooner 


Mary Frances — 


to that of Isabella; which resolution was read th, 
first and second time, and ordered to be engrosse 
for a third reading. 

The said resolution having been engrossed, th, 
further consideration thereof was postponed. 

Mr. BURT, in pursuance of poonene notice, ob. 
tained leave and introduced a bill to repeal the duty 
on cotton bagging and gunny cloth; which was read 
the first and second time, and referred to the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL offered the following regoly. 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum. 
bia, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retry. 
ceding to the States of Maryland, and Virginia, respective. 
ly such parts of the District of Columbia as are not occupied 
by the public buildings and grounds, and as are not ne. 
cessary to the public business. 

Mr. N. P. STONE, gave notice, that he would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day of the present 
session, ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of serjeant major John Champe. 


MARINE HOSPITALS. 


Mr. FRENCH, in pursuance of previous notice, 
obtained leave, and introduced a bill to provide 
for the construction of marine hospitals upon 
the sites heretofore purchased by the gov. 
ernment, and for other purposes, on the western 
waters; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. CALDWELL, in conformity with notice 
given on a previous day of the session, offered a res- 
olution explanatory of an ‘“‘act making appropria- 
tions for the payment of revolutionary and other 
pensions of the United States for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1845;” which was twice read, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. GRIDER of the following resolution; 
which lies over one day, on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in. 
structed to report a bill regulating and limiting the power 
of removal by the executive and heads of departments. 

Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following resolution; 
which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means report 
to this House the number of officers and other persons em- 
ployed by the government of the United States in the ports 
of Portland, Portsmouth, Salem, Newburyport, Boston, 
Providence, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, 
Charleston, Mobile, and New Orleans, during the years 
1828 andj 1842, by classes; and falso the gross expense of 
the collection of duties upon foreign imports for each of 
said years at the ports aforesaid. 

Mr. ASHE introduced a resolution, which was 
considered and agreed to, directing the Committee 
on Commerce to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king Memphis, in the State of ‘Tennessee, a port of 


entry. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask 
leave to bring in a bill providing for the appointment 
of a district attorney and district judge for the west- 
ern district of Tennessee, and the northern district 
of Mississippi. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving inquire into 
the expediency of printing five thousand copies of the geolo 
goat report on lowa, Wisconsin and Northern Illinois, by 

avid Dale Owen, recently printed with illustrations, by 
order of the Senate, for the use of the House; provided the 
same plates be used as those of the Senate, and that press- 
work and paper only be charged at the rates paid by the 

Senate. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. VINTON, in pursuance of notice given, ob- 
tained leave, and introduced a joint resolution to 
amend the constitution of the United States in re- 
lation to the election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent: read the first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


POSTAGES. 


Mr. SCHENCK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, on notice of debate, lies over one 


day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to prepare and report to this House, as 
soon as practicable, a bill to regulate postages, which shall 
embody, among other things, the following features and 
Pp ons: 

1. That ¢ on letters and kages, other than 
nociepapeil a0 potato periodical Publications, shall be 
graduated with reference to the distance of tyansportation; 











charge on any such letter or package weighin 

et than halfan. ounce, between any two = = 
mo, United States, to exceed five cents, or be less than two 
cents. sas 

; ditional charge, equal to the postage upon 

. a wean shall be made thereto for each audi- 
= al quarter of an ounce, without reference in any case to 
nee of pieces of paper, or matter of which such let- 


ay he composed. 
“ or packet nawspapers jand printed periodicals shall be 
charged with postage at the rate of one cent for each half 


ight, and one cent additional for each quarter of 
a eo ener and beyond the first half ounce. 


Mr. GIDDINGS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some salar day, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill to repeal all acts o Congress hereto- 
fore passed for the support of slavery, or the slave 
trade, within the the District pf Columbia. — 

Mr. E.S. HAMLIN offered the following reso- 
lution; which being objected to, lies over one day; 

Resvlved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House, if in his possession, copies of all treaties and 
compacts between the gowernments of Texas and Great Bri- 
tain, particularly a copy of the treaty of commerce and nav- 
jgation between said governments, signed on the 6th day of 
November, 1 


Mr. HARPER offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the petition of the heirs of Jacob Thomas, 
of Knox county, Ohio, and the sooeeenring papers, now 
on the files of the House, be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


COASTING TRADE. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF offered the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of requiring 7 law all masters 
of vessels engaged in the coasting trade of the United States 
to furnish to the collectors of the ports from which they may 
sail, true copies of all manifests, or the adoption of some other 
plan of securing accurate returns the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of the coasting trade. 


Mr. McDOWELL offered the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over, on notice of debate: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct” 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the nat 
uralization laws of the United States as to authorize any of 
the courts of record of the State thereof, when the witness 
or witnesses of any applicant under said law for naturaliza- 
tion are beyond the jurisdiction of such court, to cause to be 
issued, upon the motion of such applicant, a commission 
authorizing any justice of the peace within any of the States 
thereof, or any clerk of the courts of the same, where such 
witnesses or witnesses reside, to take the testimony of such 
witness or witnesses in writing, certify and affix, or cause to 
be affixed, the seal of said county (if there be a seal) to the 
same, and transmit it the court from whence it issued, to be 
sued as competent evidence in such case, to secure to such 
applicant the benefit of said naturalization laws. 


On the motion of Mr. R. SMITH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed toinquire into the ae of extending 
the benefits of all the pension laws now in force, granting 
pensions to the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary 
war, and their widows, to the officers and soldiers who 
served in the defence of our frontiers in the Indian wars 
prior to the year 1812. 

-4lso, resolved, That the Committeeon Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
marine hospital at the junction of the Mississippi and Ohio 
rivers, for the accommodation of sick and disabled sailors, 
seamen, boatmen, and others. 

Mr. J. A. WRIGHT gave notice that he would 
on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Mary Ann Bru- 
ner, of Putnam county, Indiana. a 

Mr. W. J. BROWN gave notice of his intention 
to introducea bill granting pre-emption rights to ac- 
tual setlers upon the unsold lands lying in the State 
of Indiana, which were ceded by the Miami Indians 
to the United States. ay , 

Mr. THOMPSON gave notice of his intention 
hereafter to ask leave to introduce a bill to legalize 
the sales of certain lands made at the Chocchuma 
and Columbus land offices, in the State of Missis- 


— 
n the motion of Mr. HUGHES, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of removing the 
superintendency of Indian affairs from St. Louis to Fort 
Leavenworth, or some other suitable place on the western 
border of the State of Missouri; and that they report by bill 
or otherwise. 

_Mr. DOUGLASS, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a “bill 
to establish the territory of Nebraska;” which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND obtained leave to introduce 
a bill relative to the office of suryeyor-general of the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Michignn; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 


Mr. LYON, pursuant to notice, obtained leave to 
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introduce a bill to apply certain alternate sections of 
the public domain towards the completion of works 
of internal improvement in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes; which was. read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. JAS. B. HUNT, pursuant to notice, obtain- 
ed leave to introduce a bill authorizing the opening 
of a canal around the falls of St. Mary, at the outlet 
of Lake Superior; which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HENRY DODGE, pursuant to notice, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to granta certain 

uantity of land, to aid in the improvement of 

the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the 
same by a canal in the Territory of Wisconsin; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH offered the following; which 
lies over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report to this House a bill making an appropria- 
tion of one hundred thousand dollars for the continuation 
of the Cumberland, road in the State of Ohio, $150,000 for 
the continuation of said road in the State of Indiana, and 
a for the continuation of said road in the State of 
Illinois. 


Mr. SAMPLE offered the following; which was 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making a suitable appro- 
priation for continuing the improvements in the harbor 
of Michigan city, in the State of Indiana; and also to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing,the erection of a light- 
house at City West of Lake Michigan. 


On the motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Committee on Com- 
merce be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
structing a harbor at Little Fort, Lake county, State of 
Illinois. 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS offered the following; which 
lies over, under the rule: 


Resvlved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to this House, at the earliest practicable 
period, if not incompatible with the public interest, copies 
of all correspondence with the British government in rela- 
tion to the occupation of the Oregon territory, which cor- 
respondence may have transpired since the 4th March, 1841. 


Mr. SLIDELL offered the following; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

Resvlved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, two- 
thirds of both Houses concurring, That the following amend- 
ment of the constitution of the United States be proposed to 
the several States, to be valid, to all intents and urposes, as 
part of said constitution, when ratified by the legislatures 
of three-fourths of said States, viz: The election of Presi- 
dent and Vice President shall hereafter be made directly by 
the people, or the legislatures, of the several States, with- 
out the intervention of electors. Each State shall, in such 
manner as the legislature thereof may direct, give as many 
votes for President and Vice President as may be equal to 
the whole number of senators and representatives to which 
the State may he entitled in the Congress. The returns of 
said votes shall be certified and transmitted by the several 
States in the manner and form now prescribed for certifying 
and transmitting the votes of the electoral colleges. 


Mr. LEVY, submitted the following; and they 
were agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be di- 
ricted to inquire into the poy of granting a pension to 
the widows or infant children of persons killed by the ene- 
my in the course of the Seminole hostilities in Florida. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the propriety of providing for the erection of 
a custom-house building and a marine hospital at Apalachi- 
cola, Florida. 


Mr. HENLEY offered the following; and it was 
agreed to: 


Resulved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of enero $20,000 for 
the improvement ofthe Indiana schute, in the Falls of the 
Ohio river, for downward navigation. 


Mr. HAMMETT offered the following; and it 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of appropriating $10,000 for 
the purpose of improving the channel at Pass Christian, 
near the State of Mississippi, in the Gulf of Mexico. 


Mr. FICKLIN offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 


Resoleed, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making grants of the 
public domain on the following basis: 

1. That each actual settler upon any snaproopeniet 80- 
acre tract of land of the government shall be entitled to 
certificate therefor. 

2. That after he shull have resided thereon for the space 
of five years, and cultivated the land aforesaid, a patent con- 
—a him the title thereto shall be granted to him. 

3. That any bill reported as aforesaid, shall, as far as may 
be, confine the bounty of the government to the actual set- 
tler and cultivator of the soil, wlio may be unable to 
the same at the present government price; and that 
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On the motion of Mr. R. CHAPMAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the fees 
of clerks and marshals of the courts of the United States, 
and regulating such fees so that they shall conform to the 
established fees in courts of equal original jurisdiction in 
the several States. Alse to inquire into the expediency of 
passing a law for the punishment of jailers who permit vol- 
untarily or negligently the escape of persons they receive 
into custody for offences against the laws of the United 
States. 


On the motion of Mr. PAYNE, it was 


Resolved,” That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
propriation to erect a court-house for the district court of 
the United States in the city of Tuscaloosa, in the State of 
Alabama. 


On the motion of Mr. DELLET, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of transferring from the watera of the Mis- 
sissippi a portion of the snag-boats to the river Alabama, for 
the purpose of removing the snags and timber which impede 
the navigstion of the same. 


On the motion of Mr. JAMESON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a mail- 
route from Westport, Jackson county, Missouri, to Van Bu- 
ren: in Arkansas, on the road recently completed, not far 
from the western lines of the two States, passing by McHen- 
ry’s ford, on the Merriclepein river, near Fort Scott. 


Mr. PHCENIX, pursuant to notice, asked leave 
to introduce a bill te provide for the remission of 
duties on railroad iron in certain cases. 

Leave was granted, and the bill was received. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if he could ob, 
ject to the further progress of that bill. 

The SPEAKER replied that he could; and that 
the question then would be, “Shall the bill be re- 
jected?” 

The reading of the bill was called for; and the 
Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. BIDLACK said, under the circumstances in 
which the bill came up, he would not detain the 
House further than to make a single remark. This 
proposition was not to give direct bounties to incor- 
porated companies, but to exempt them from the 
operations ofalaw which was binding in other cases. 
It had been said that in this country we were not 
able to manufacture railroad iron; he wished, in 
reference to this matter, to take the opportunity to 
state to the House the fact that one of the compa- 
nies engaged in the manufacture of this iron had 
placed on the eastern front of this Capitol specimens 
of T. and U. rail manufactured by them, (at what 
place we were unable to hear. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said the bill before the 
House was in fact nothing more nor less than a pro 
tanto repeal of the tariff act of 1842, and a repeal in 
its most offensive form; and he wanted to know 
what their friends from Massachusetts and other 
parts of the country, who were great friends to the 
tariffact, meant to say by ayes and noes on this 
subject. The votes of Pennsylvania were extreme- 
ly convenient on all trying occasions—for coal and 
iron, his friend said—and he wanted to know wheth- 
er coal and iron were to be deserted whenever it 
was convenient to do so for any other purpose? 
The sum and substance of this proposition, as he 
understood it, was neither more nor hei than a re- 
peal of the tariff act pro tanto, and the taking up from 
a certain portion of this country several mil- 
lions, and then conferring these millions up- 
on a certain importing interest of this country. 
The subject had been unexpectedly sprung upon 
him, ond tpon the House; and had it not been, he 
was laboring under an indisposition which almost 
disabled him from speaking. All he desired, was 
an opportunity of recording his name against this 
bill in all its hanes, modes, and tenses. From its 
Alpha to its Omega he considered it the very worst 
way of repealing the tariff act of 1842—the most of- 
fensive, the most unfair, the most approximating to 
an unconstitutional repeal [a laugh] of that act. 

[A voice: Are you in favor of continuing that act 
as it stands? 

No, (continued Mr. 1.;) I am in favor of modify- 
ing it in some respects. hat I want chiefly is, to 
have the ayes aud noes upon the journal that we 
may know how we stand with reference to future 
operations. If he understood the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, he recommenced a large 
modification of the tariff act; but in the latter part 
of the document, he said, as if that had been an af- 
ter-thought, ‘Not this year; do not let us do it now; 
let us do it on some future occasion.” But, in the 
words of the gentleman from Ohio, “sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.” They were now upoq 
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coal and iron, ait eat least upon iron; and, 
eversince he had read Hudibras, he had recollected — 
“Many ere the trouble that do environ 
The man who meddles with cold iron.” 

He was opposed to the bill in every way; and he 
wished to record that opposition on the journal, at 
the outset. 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS said he was very sorry to see 
any attempt to re the tariff in detail, piece by 
piece. He would much prefer, and iie believed the 
whole country would prefer, that if the tariff act of 
1842 was to be repealed, it should be repealed by 
itself, and condemned on its own demerits, if de- 
merits there were in it. He knew not why this at- 
tack was first made on Pennsylvania. Probably it 
had arisen from the electoral vote of Pennsylvania; 
it might be presumed, from the vote of that State, 
which had been cast fer an avowed anti-tariff can- 
dilate for the presidency, whose course on this 
floor had been marked by opposition to the great 
staple interests of that State, that Pennsylvania was 
opposed to the protection of her great interests—to 
the protection of her coal and iron. If there were 

ntlemen here believing that, let him tell them they 

new nothing of the manner of the canvass in Penn- 
sylvania. Poor Pennsylvania! deluded—(laughter) 
—he was sorry to make the humiliating confession 
here—she had cast her vote fora candidate for the 
presidency who, in Alabama, in South Carolina, 
and the whole southern section of the Union, had 
beén held up for his opinions, freely avowed here, 
and in the gubernatorial canvass in Tennessee, in 
opposition to the protection of her great interests. 
She had cast her vote for that candidate for the 
presidency, believing that he was anything but “a 
revenue tariff’ man; she had cast her vote for him 
upon the assurance of his friends, made throughout 
the State, that he would stand by her great interests 
—that he would protect her coal and iron, and all 
her great manufacturing and productive interests. 
He remembered no exception whatever; he knew 
there had been some very general remarks made 
use of about protection to all interests in general, if 

rotection of that kind was compatible; but he 
hoped no unfair inference would be drawn of the 
opinion of the prom of Pennsylvania upon this duty 
of protection, from the electoral vote of that State. 
The 6,000 majority obtained there, had been given 
him on the pledge of his friends that he would 
stand by the interests of Pennsylvania, by her man- 
ufacturing, mining, and great productive interests. 
They remained to this day a tariff people; they were 
the firm, devoted, unrelenting friends of protection— 
a momentary delusion to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing; and he entreated southern gentlemen, who 
congratulated themselves on the election of ‘a rev- 
enue tariff” man, and gentlemen from South Caroli- 
na, who congratulated themselves upon the election 
of a free-trade candidate for the presidency, not to 
do the people of Pennsylvania so much injustice as 
to believe that they had voted knowingly for a can- 
didate for the presidency who was opposed to the 
protection of their industry and of bar great sta- 
ples. If the tariff of 1842 was to be overthrown, he 
trusted there would be at least allowed an opportu- 
nity for fair and full discussion; that Pennsylvania 
would not alone be attacked; that she would not be 
the first State to be singled out for retributive jus- 
tice. 

Under the act of 1842, the manufacture of rail- 
road iron had commenced, and been carried on suc- 
cessfully in Pennsylvania and in Maryland, where 
they were now manufactured nearly as cheap as the 
imported article could be obtained; and in the course 
of a few years they would be able to manufacture it 
quite as rey if not more cheaply, than it could 
be imported for. Why, then, with this evidence of 
the beneficial effects of the law of 1842, would they 
destry this first and best effect of it? 

Mr. HOLMES rose, and, in the confusion preva- 
lent in the House, his first remarks were lost, or but 
indistinctly heard. He was understood to remark 
that whether the wise, the sagacious, the discrimina- 
ting arch State of Pennsylvania had or had not 
been deluded in the matter of the tariff and of the 

residential election, it was for the wisdom, the 
[ngwiedee, the sagacity, and discrimination of 
that arch State to decide; but in respect to 
the question immediately under consideration, the 
rest of the States were deeply and vitally concern- 
ed. Pennsylvania came now, and uttered loud cries 
against the injustice of exempting railroad iron from 
duty. Sic, (said Mr. H.) let me tell you and 
this House, that the State of Pennsylvania, tender 
as she was of all her interests, took very good care 





to import 80,000 tons of railroad iron free of duty; 
and laid it down from her iron works to her princi- 

1 towns and villages witha rapidity that * * * 

hile, at the same time Georgia, iadiniih: and 
South Carolina, and other States, were disabled by 
the action of this very northern party—he spoke not 
of whigs or democrats, but of this northern party— 
from accumulating sufficient capital to carry into 
execution their railroads, Pennsylvania had com- 
pletely intersected all the portions of her territory 

y these roads; and what had been the result? The 
act had expired, and they had gone and imposed 
heavy duties upon railroad iron, and atthis moment 
Georgia was struggling under all the disadvantages 
of this system, and was endeavoring to carry on her 
railroads. This summer there had come into her 
ports five cargoes of railroad iron for Georgia; every 
cargo of which paid $15,000 duty! For whose bene- 
fi? For this tender-hearted—he would say iron- 
hearted State—([laughter.] In reference to the ob- 
jections that had been made against this mode of at- 
tacking the tariff, Mr. H. said that attacking it in de- 
tail was the only way. Let them attack every pro- 
vision on its own particular demerits, and let it be 
defended if it could be on its merits, and then let the 
people say whether Pennsylvania alone, who, the 
gentleman told him, had brought two bars of rail- 
road iron here, [a laugh,] was to be consulted only; 
or whether the interests of the other States were to 
be consulted also. Yes, they had brought two 
bars of iron here as an exhibition of this infant 
manufacture; and by the operation of this law 
the portions of this country, New York, the 
South, and other parts, which were constructing 
rialroads for the purpose of facilitating commerce, 
of extending the great interests of our country, were 
to be put off until this protege of the government 
could raise up from the manufacture of two bars of 
iron to that of a sufficient quantity for the use of the 
country. He knew that Hercules, when an infant, 
did strangle the serpent; but he wished to Heaven 
that there was some boa-constrictor that would 
strangle this monster at once. 

Mr. BIDLACK. Will the gentleman allow me to 
explain? [Much ens 

r. Hotmes having concluded, 

Mr. BIDLACK remarked that the gentleman was 
mistaken, inasmuch as the iron, to the samples of 
which he had referred, was not manufactured in 
Pennsylvania, but in Maryland. 

Mr. HOLMES aaid a word or two in reply, which 
was lost in the shouts of laughter to which it gave 


rise. 

Mr. PHGENIX advocated the bill in a few re- 
marks; nothing more of which could be gathered 
than that these companies were embarrassed, and 
required the aid of government, and that the manu- 
factories to which reference had been made were of 
recent origin, and it had been ascertained, in every 
instance, charged more for their iron than the im- 
ported article could be obtained for. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he was not in favor 
of the passage of this bill, because a proposition to 
change the tariff of 1842 by details was not the 
proper mode of accomplishing this object. During 
the recent. canvass, if anybody had said that the first 
proposition to alter the tariff of 1842 would come 
from the whig side of the House, it would have 
been denounced as acalumny. They—the dem- 
ocratic party—had said that the tariff was 
defective, that it required change in very many par- 
ticulars, that it had been got up in haste, and did 
not promote the miterests of the country. He was 
gratified at the introduction of this bill, because it 
was evident therefrom, now .nat the dust and smoke 
of the political contest had gone by, that upon all 
sides of the House there was an admission that the 
law of 1842 was defective, and required change. 
They had had an effort to alter this law, from the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Prenixj on the 
whig side of the House, and from the gentleman 
from South Carolina *[Mr. Burt] on the opposite 
side. Mr. K.’s opinion was, that al! these single 
and separate propositions should be referred toa 
committee; and when they came to act, they should 
act and make the changes in the law upon general 
principles. With his present opinion, he should 
vote against any change in favor of a particular in- 
terest; but he was pleased to see the propositions for 
these changes come in, as they showed the state of 
— in the different sections of the country. He 
hoped the subject would be referred to a committee, 
and that, upon just and equal general principles, we 
should have a revision of the law. 


Mr. WENTWORTH wished to suggest to his 





friend from New York the propriety of modifyin 
his proposition a little, so as to give a more exten. 
sive operation to its advantages. Whilst he haq 
nothing to add to, or to detract from, what the gentle. 
man had said in relation to the ge effects of the 
repeal of the duty upon railroad iron, he 

leave to su t that those good effects would be 
quite Sletkat--contegd only to those who owned 
stock in railroad companies. Ours is called a pro. 
tective tariff, and ought to protect all classes alike— 
the farmer, the mechanic, and operative, as well as 
incorporated companies, however laudable their ob. 
ject. Now, in his section of the confederacy there 
were a numerous and respectable class of people 
who were interested in the purchase of hoes, spades 
shovels, anvils, hammers, nails, spikes, ox chains. 
trace chains, ploughs, hafrows, &c., &c., embracing 
every variety of agricultural implements. The 
cheaper they got these articles the better for them. 
He presumed there were some of this class residing 
in the district of every high-tariff man in this 
House, though at times they seemed neglected, if 
not entirely forgotten. He would respectfully urge 
upon every member upon this floor the preeeeey, 
the urgent necessity, of doing something for the ag- 
ricultural, whilst domg so much for the corporate in- 
terest. And this could be brought about by lessen- 
ing the cost of all the implements of husbandry and 
mechanism. 

Mr. W. knew the inculcated doctrine—though he 
would impeach no man’s good sense by saying he 
believed it—was, “‘the higher the duty, the cheaper 
the article,” or, atleast, “the duty constituted no 
part of the price.” But here is a proposition to re- 
duce the duty upon railroad tron, because the duty 
makes it unreasonably high. Now, sir, supposing 
we just jump out of the cars for a moment, and step 
into some of those numerous cottages, “bearing the 
impress of poverty in whatever direction we view 
them, that line the track in too numerous instances, 
and ask the suffering inmates if they would not like 
the price of their stoves, pots, kettles, gridirons, 
shovels, tongs, knives, forks, &c., embracing all 
those little articles necessary for house-keeping, re- 
duced? In the name of humanity, why should we 
not extend the bounties of our Seeiatation to them? 
Why not embrace their case, much the most urgent, 
in the provisions of this bill? But here steps up the 
crafty monopolist, the wily special-pleader of the 
high-tariff es and says, “the duty has nothing 
to do with the price; if it does anything, it reduces 
it.” Upon what system of ethics men make one set 
of rules apply to railroad iron, and another to every 
other article bearing a high duty, he could not un- 
derstand. How a high tariff makes railroad iron 
too high, and yet does not affect, except to lessen, 
the price of the iron articles used by farmers, me- 
chanics, and operatives, he would leave for others 
to explain. Hecould not comprehend it. 

Mr. W. said the present was called a protective 
tariff. In a country of such ramified interests as 
this, that ought not to be called protective which 
was not _— in its operations. That law was 
partial and exclusive which protected one interest, 
or one class, one State, or section, at the expense of 
another; and it was very unjust, as in the case of 
the tariff, where it protected a few wealthy men at 
the expense of the great masses. He had been 
among his constituents since the great debate in this 
House on the tariff, and he had sought in vain for 
the much-talked-of protection resulting from the 
tariff of 1842. He asked the farmers to feel in their 
pockets: it was not there. He asked them to ex- 
amine their houses and granaries: it was not there. 
To look about their farms in every direction: there 
was no new protection there. He asked them to 
look at their sales of produce: they had been very 
few and at very low prices; so there was no extra 
protection there. Then he got them to review their 

urchases of the necessaries of life: they had been 
ew indeed, and those at the highest rates; manu- 
factured fabrics had gone up and western bread- 
stuffs down. The western farmer and southern 
lanter knew this protection only by its contrast. 
oseustien had been meted out to them. Alas! 
their protection was ony the protection of their 
sweat over their furrowed faces, of the cattle from 
their farms, of their produce from their granaries, 
of their money from their pockets—indeed, of their 
clothes from their backs, to aggrandize eastern 
manufactures who fattened upon their distresses, 
divided their 333 to 50 per cent., and squander 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for electioneering 


rarer. 
r. W. closed by stating that he hoped his 
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friend New York would adopt his ions, 
and on his proposition more general, though he 
was not sure could even then vote for it. He 

ych preferred to let the whole subject of the pres- 
a tariff remain until our government, democratic 
in all its branches, should have the power, in accord- 
ance with the righteous and indignant decision of 
the American people, to consign it to the same fate 
so recently met by its great advocate. It is better 
not to touch it unless it can be remodeled through- 
out, leaving not one of its incongruities, absurdities, 
oppressions, or abominations, as a stain upon our 
country, which professes io dispense its blessings 
and divide its burdens equally among the respective 
classes that make up its population. 

The House then adjourned, 





The ntowneg notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Alanson Phiney, pray- 
ing that a land patent may be issued to him: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. ee 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Joseph De la Fran- 
cia, praying the settlement of his claim for payment for 
arms sold to the conventional government of Florida in 
1810: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOPKINS: The — of Peter Rife, of Wythe 
county, Virginia, praying for a pension for his services in 
the war of the revolution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. DAWSON: Petitions from numerous inhabitants 
of Louisiana, to establish a post road from Margorza, in the 
parish of Point Coupee, to the town of Opelousas: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. BOYD: The claim of the heirs of Lt. John Towns 
for commutation =. R B 

By Mr. HARALSON: The papers relating to the claim of 
John Robinson, administrator of George M. Larinder, de- 
ceased; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called up the petition of the citizens 
of Chicago for a marine hospital, and had it aguin referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Also the petition of 
George Hollenback and three other citizens of Kendall 
county, Illinois, for relief from losses sustained during the 
Black Hawk war. 

By Mr. MCDOWELL: The petition of William Cheever’s 
heirs, asking a pension; which, with the accompanying pa- 

ers, was refcrred to the Committee on Revolutionary 

ensions. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of David Towle, of the 
State of Maine, for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Enoch Dobyns and 
seventy-five other citizens of Mason county, Kentucky, 
which represents that the said Dobyns was a subaltern offi- 
cer in the sixteenth regiment of Kentucky detached militia 
in the service of the United States in the late war with 
Great Britain; that he is now laboring under the affliction 
of a total blindness; that his little property is exhausted; 
that he is unable to do anything for his own maintenance; 
is without children or other near relatives with the means 
of assisting him, and is thrown upon the charity of his 
neighbors; and praying that the United Ssates may grant 
him a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
s10s, 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpvespay, December 18, 1844. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented resolutions adopt- 
ed by the legislature of New Hampshire, on the 
subject of the pos laws generally, and instruct- 
ing the senators and requesting the representatives 
from that State to vote for a reduction of the rates 
of postage, and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege; which were ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the credentials of Hon. 
Samvet Puewps, re-elected by the legislature of 
Vermont a senator from that State, to serve for six 

ears from and after the 3d day of March next. 

hey were read, and ordered to be placed upon file. 

_Mr. ARCHER presented two memorials from 
citizens from Pennsylvania, asking for a reform of 
the naturalization laws: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from Levin 
Wethered, of Baltimore city, praying that the ex- 
cess of duties paid on certain goods which were or- 
dered by him previous to, but not landed until after, 
the passage of the tariff of 1828, may be refunded 
to hira: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from G. 
R. B. Horner, and others, past assistant surgeone in 
the navy of the United ates, praying that they 
may, by law, be allowed rank similar tolike officers 
in the army: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affaire. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of William 
Proffit and other citizens of Bates county, Mis- 
sourl, praying that Congress will grant to that 
county a donation of a quarter section of land, in 
consideration of the losses of other lands: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, 







_Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported adversely on the petition of Henry 
H. Williams, praying that a certain draft received 
by him from the late James Reeside, and accepted 
by the Post Office Department, may be paid out of 
whatever sum may be allowed by Congress to the 
widow of said Reeside, administratrix on his 
last will and testament: ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, with an amendment to 
each, the bill for the relief of William Russell and 
others; and the bill increasing the pay of certain 
Officers of revenue cutters, while serving in the 
wee of the United States. 

r. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill ex- 
tending the jurisdiction of the district courts to cer- 
tain cases upon the lakes and navigable waters, as 
let into or are connected with them; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CHOATE, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
lution authorizing the Attorney General to contract 
for copies of a proposed edition of laws and treaties 
of the United States: referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

Also introduced a bill for the relief of Asa An- 
drews; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BREESE introduced, on leave, a bill to di- 
rect the President of the United States to cause the 
reserved lead mines in the State of Illinois and Ter- 
ritories of lowa and Wisconsin to be exposed to 
public sale; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. ASHLEY, on leave, introduced a bill to or- 

nize a new land district in the southern part of the 

tate of Arkansas; which, after a few remarks by 
Mr. A., showing the great necessity for the meas- 
ure, was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following reaolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
ble: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether the executive department is informed of the 
various treaty stipulations now subsisting between the re- 

ublic of Texas and other independent powers; and that he 
os requested to communicate such stipulations, if in the 
possession of the department, to the Senate. 

Mr. CHOATE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to — into the expediency of authorizing the pub- 


lisher of Elliott’s Debates to add to his work Mr. Madison’s 
report of the debates of the convention of 1787. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Bar- 


Row yesterday, came up for consideration, and was 
agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire whether naturalization papers have been granted to 
foreigners by any federal or State court, in violation of the 
provisions of the laws of Congress; and that said commit- 
tee be authorized to send for persons and papers. 

Resolved, That said committee be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of a law empowering the district courts 
of the United States to cancel and declare nut) all naturali- 
zation papers which may be found, upon judicial investiga- 
tion, to have been granted in violation or fraud of the laws 
of Congress. 


SPECULATORS IN TEXAS LANDS AND SCRIP. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Benron, was taken up and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether any provisions are necessary, 
in providing tor the annexation of Texas, to protect the 
United States from speculating operations in Texas lands or 
scrip; and whether any persons employed by the govern- 
ment are connected with such speculations. 

Also, that said committee be instructed to inquire wheth- 
er the Texas treaty was commenced or agreed upen before 
the receipt of Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of December 26, 
1843, to Mr. Pakenham, communicated to our government in 
February, 1544. 

Also, that it be instructed to obtain, if possible, the ‘pri- 
vate letter” from London, quoted in Mr. Upshur’s first bos. 

atch in the Texas negotiation, and supposed by the Presi- 
dent to have been carried omer among the private papers; 
and to aseertain the name of the writer of said letter. 

And that said committee be authorized to send for per- 
sons and papers to answer the foregoing inquiries, and any 
others that may be necessary to promote the safe, speedy, 

aceable, and Ceesrebie annexation of Texas to the Dnited 
States. 


Mr. BENTON presented a printed pamphlet— 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Foreign ranean ee an abstract of 


the constitutions, laws, and other documents, hav- 
ing reference to and including the Empresario grants 
and conjracts made by the states of Coahuila and 


Texas, to and with John Charles Beales, and to oth- 
ers under him. 
DEPOSITES OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Nires on the 


16th instant, concerning the public moneys, came 
up, in order, for consideration. The resolution be- 









































ing read— 

‘Mr. NILES said, that since the resolution was 
introduced, the rene of the Treasury had made 
his annual report, which he found contained part of 
the information called for; and that, since then, he 
had obtained some information which he did not 
then possess, and for these reasons, not wishing to 
throw any unnecessary labor on the department, he 
had modified his resolution, and would offer a sub- 
stitute for it, which he asked might be read; which 
was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate the names of the depositories of the 
public revenue, whether individuals oc corporations, 
and the amount on deposite in the hands of each, at 
the close of each month; or, if monthly returns have not 
been made, at the close of each quarter, during the cur- 
rent year; the arsount and description of the securities given 
by such depositories, ifany; whether such depectiorion ban 
used or loaned the public moneys; and if so, whether this 
has been authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the allowance or per centage, if any, received for the posses- 
sion and use of such deposites; the sums which may have 
been transferred a each of said periods, from one de- 
pository to another, and the reasons for each transfers; also 
to state whether any banking institution selected asa de- 
pository has suspended payment or refused to redeem its 
notes on demand, and whether such suspension if any, oc- 
curted before or since such bank was usedfas a depository 
of the public funds; whether the same have been withdrawn, 
or what measures have been taken to secure the United 
States against loss; and also to state whether any of the 
public depositories have failed to pay any portion of the 
public deposites on demand, and whether there are ey 
reasons to apprehend a loss from any of the present deposi- 
tories; and to state likewise the medium or currency in 
which the public disbursements have been made during the 
period aforesaid. 

Mr. N. remarked further, that the object of thie 
resolution was sufficiently apparent on its face; and 
he did not know that it was necessary for him to say 
anything on the subject. In addition to the gen- 
eral considerations which the subject seemed to pre- 
sent, he had to state that he had received informa- 
tion, from a source entitled to confidence, of an 
parent neglect or mismanagement of the public 
funds. According to this information, deposites 
have been made in a bank in the interior of one of 
the States to a considerable amount, which has sus- 
pended payment, which refused to redeem its bills 
and against which judgments have been recove 
toa large amount. Whether such desposites were 
made before or since the bank stopped payment, he 
was not able to say, and this was one point of his 
inquiry; but he had reason to believe that the bank 
hed been discredited for a length of time. He had 
also learned, from a different source, that there was a 
large (sum something like a million and a half) in 
the hands of an individual, er firm, in this District. 
The Secretary states, in his annual report, that se- 
curity has been taken of this firm; but he (Mr. N.) 
wished to know the amount and description of such 
security. He also learned that a large amount ef 
the public revenues (nearly three millions) had 
been transferred to districts where they did 
not accrue, and where they could not be 
wanted for disbursement. Other transfers to large 
amounts had probably been made. In view 
of this subject generally, the Senate was aware 
that the finances of the government were in a very 
loose state; they were without legal regulation, and 
of course without system, unless of a mere admin- 
istrative character; they were subject to the general 
and unregulated discretion of the executive depart- 
ment of the government. The discretion of the 
secretary was the — safeguard, not only as to 
security of the public funds, but in regard to the 
disposition and use of them; and this discretion a 
pears to have been exercised in regard to their safe- 
ty, but in reference to other and remote considera- 
tions affecting the state of the money market, and 
even the trade of the country. e seemto be 
again approaching a period, once found so perplex- 
ing, ofa surplus revenue. There is already aconsider- 
able surplus—one of about nine millions; and it seems 
that the secretary is using these funds to influence 
and control the state of the money market, and the 
trade of the country, by making such distribution of 
the public revenues as he thinks will affect these 
interests. If large sums of the public moneys are 
suddenly removed from one point to another, this 
may (temporarily, atleast) occasion anincreased de- 
mand for money and a higher rate of interest at the 
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points from which the public funds are withdrawn, 
and make money plenty and easily obtained at the 
points to which they were reinoved; and in this way 
the trade at one place may be depressed, and at an- 
other receive an undue and factitious stimulus. This 
is certainly the exercise of a high power on the part 
of your executive officers. 
he time was, Mr. President, and that not remote, 
when this unlimited and unregulated discretion in 
en to the finances was regarded as not 
only unsafe in respect to the public funds, but 
as a direct and dangerous invasion of the great 
principles of public liberty. It was solemnly 
declared within these walls, that such executive 
discretion over the public revenues was a union of 
the purse and the sword, which was denounced as 
the very essence of tyranny and arbitrary govern- 
ment. Whatever truth there may have been in 
these extreme opinions, all will probably admit that 
there is a propriety, if not urgent necessity, for some 
—_ lations to restrain and direct the executive 
officers in the management of the finances. They 
have not, certainly, always been left in this loose 
condition. We have had laws for their regulation; 
laws which many believed founded in wisdom, and 
well calculated to throw around your public funds 
every necessary safeguard. These laws have been 
repealed, without substituting others in their place. 
It was not his purpose to arraign the motives or 
policy of those who had participated in the act to 
which he referred. They may have had good rea-, 
sons for repealing the laws on this subject, and 
ain throwing the treasury upon the unrestrained 
discretion of the secretary, notwithstanding, at a 
former period, they deemed this state of things so 
unsafe and alarming. Sometimes it is said that cir- 
cumstances alter cases; end what may be wrong at 
one time, may be right at another. But I think it 
right at least to call the attention of the Senate to the 
existing state of things. Your treasury is now 
without legal regulation, and has been for nearly 
four years. It was not the occasion to inquire into 
the causes which had produced or continued this 
state of things; much less to decide the question 
who was responsible for the neglect of Congress for 
so long a period to legislate on this important sub- 
ject. It was sufficient for his present purpose to re- 
fer to the fact that they had not done it; but in the 
absence of laws to regulate and control your finan- 
cial concerns, it became the more imperious duty of 
Congress to ascertain fully how your finances have 
been conducted; how the executive discretion has 
been exercised, as well as to make itself acquainted 
with the present condition of the public funds. 
When we have this information, we can better de- 
cide what further legislation is required at our hands, 
either for the safety of the — deposites, or the 
general management of the financial concerns of the 
government. 

Mr. EVANS said that there was no good reason 
that he was aware of, why this resolution should 
not pass. He did not oppose it; nor did he intend 
the other day to be understood as throwing any ob- 
stacle in the way of its passage, by suggesting that 
it should not be acted upon until the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury came in, believing at the 
time that some of the inquiries could be answered by 
that communication. He still thought that some 
portions of the resolution could be answered by the 
secretary’s report. That, however, was of no mo- 
ment, and he was quite willing it should pass. He 
was not able to hear all the remarks of the honora- 
ble senator, [Mr. Nires;] but, as well as he under- 
stood him, he thought he was complaining of the 
existing state of things—that the public money was 
left very much to executive discretion, and that it 
was a state of things very much complained of some 
years ago. One side rep mom that it was left to 
the sole discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and another that it was left to the sole discretion of 
the President. He fee E.) was glad to say that 
we had had the good fortune not to lose any of it; 
so far as he had ascertained, nota dollar had been 
lost. He thought that the senator from Connecticut 
was mistaken as to the points at issue at the time 
referred to. As well as he (Mr. E.) recollected, the 
complaint was not that the public funds were left at 
the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury; but 
that they were taken from the Secretary of the 
Treasury and left at the discretion of the President. 
But letall that pass. As to the numerous deposites 
mentioned by the honorable senator, this he 
knew, that the matter ought to be looked into, 


and he intended, as far ag he could, to examine - 


into it, In this examination, he had a strong 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


impression, it would turn out that the law 
of the last session was misunderstood by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. It would be in the 
recollection of the senator from New Hampshire, 
{[Mr. Woopsury,] that the principle incorporated 
by the Finance Committee in that bill was, that no 
change should be made in the depositories of the 
public funds. His (Mr. E.’s) understanding was, 
that the then depositories should be continued the 
depositories of the treasury, but not augmented. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, indeed, tells us that 
he has not changed any of them, but that he has in- 
creased the number. That was the very thing the 
committee wished to prevent. 

The secretary’s reasons for this he (Mr. E.) could 
say nothing about; but he could say it was the de- 
sign of Congress that the then depositories should 
be continued, and not increased, till something else 
was determined upon. He, however, made no ob- 
jection to the resolution. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The engrossed bill entitled “An act to afford re- 
— to certain contractors with the government;” 
an 

The bill concerning furloughs in the naval service; 
were read the third time, an sed. 

The Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Rob- 
ert Fulton coming up as the postponed business of 
yesterday, and the question being on its passage, 
the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted—yeas 
26, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, ser. Bagby, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Hu- 
ger, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 

ead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sturgeon, Upham, 
Walker, White, and Woodbury.—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Clay- 
ton, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Niles, Semple, and Tappan.—14. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that to-mor- 
row, or at the earliest opportunity, he would ask 
leave to introduce two bills: one in relation to offi- 
cers in the marine service, and the other in relation 
to engineers in the revenue service. 

The Senate bill to settle the title of Pea Patch 
island, in the river Delaware, was next taken up as 
in committee of the whole; and no amendment be- 
ing offered, it was reported back to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate went into 
executive session, and soon after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 18, 1844. 
SINGLE PRESIDENTIAL TERM. 


Mr. W. HUNT asked leave to give notice of his 
intention to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to 
move for leave to introduce a joint resolution to 
amend the constitution of the United States so as to 
render the President of the United States ineligible 
for a re-election. 

No objection being made, the notice was received 
and entered on the journal. 


POSTAGE. 

Mr. REDING, on leave, introduced resolutions 
of the legislature of New Hampshire, proposing a 
reduction of the rates of postage, and a regulation 
of the franking privilege; which, on Mr. R.’s mo- 
tion, were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE asked and obtained leave to 
give notice of his intention to move for leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution proposing an amendment 
of the constitution of the United States in relation 
to the election of President thereof. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. WELLER asked leave to give notice of his 
intention to-morrow, or some subsequent day, to 
move for leave to introduce joint resolutions for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. 

The SPEAKER said the notice could only be en- 
tertained by the general consent of the House. 

No objection being made, the notice was received 
and entered on the journal. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS moved to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to proceed with 
the consideration of the bill to reduce and graduate 
the prices of the public lands, &c. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the subject before 

-the House at the adjournment yesterday, had been 
brought under consideration by the universal con- 





sent of the House, and he rded it as equiy 

to asuspension of the alee. Tt therefore had _ 

dence over other business. 
Mr. DAVIS, acquiescing in the decision, said he 

would waive his motion for the present, intendin 

to renew it when the subject before the House 

should have been disposed of. 


RAILROAD IRON. 


_The House then resumed the consideration of the 
bill “to provide for the remission of duties on raj. 
road iron in certain cases.” 


Mr. FOSTER, after fadverting to the unexpected 
and hasty manner in which the bill had been brought 
forward, and remarking that Pennsylvania had been 
accustomed to consider the tariff question as 
one to be treated on general priciples, proceed- 
ed to express his regret at his colleague 
(Mr. E. J. Morris] had alluded to the recent can. 
vass in Pennsylvania as he had done. As a mem- 
ber of this House from Pennsylvania, as a native of 
Pennsylvania, he felt proud of that great State; and 
he would not allow himself, here or elsewhere, as hig 
colleague had done, to charge the people of Pennsy|- 
vania with acting under false or Routalent motives 
on the subject of the tariff. If the whig party had 
carried the State, Mr. F. esteemed that party so 
highly, that, before the national legislature, he 
would not have been found making such a charge. 
He knew the manner in which the canvass had 
been conducted; and when the Doma mig came to 
= itas it had been carried on in his (Mr. 

’s.) county, and to declare that the people had act- 
ed under such influences, he had mistaken them 
altogether: they had acted under no delusion. 
The tariff question was the one which, in 
the late canvass in Pennsylvania, had deeply 
agitated the public mind. They had been 
told by their whig friends there, and _ generally 
throughout the country, that, by the election of Mr. 
Polk the iron and coal interests of Pennsylvania 
were to be trodden down; but he had declared to 
them that the profession that the whig party were 
the only friends to the protection of the iron inter- 
est of Rcceasiousin was hollow and unsound; that 
at the last session of Congress, in the Senate of the 
United States, the first blow at the iron interest had 
sprung from a member of the whig party from 
Maine; and although a distinguished senator from 
Georgia had made a pilgrimage to Pennsylvania to 
tell the people of that State that protection to that 
great interest could only be looked for from the 
whig party, a when they turned to the journal of 
the Senate, they found the vote of that senator re- 
corded against the tariff of 1842, and his vote re- 
corded in favor of the bill of the gentleman from 
Maine to reduce the duty on railroad iron. Had he 
been mistaken when he had told the people of his 
State that for a fair, equitable, honorable adjustment 
of the tariff system, they must not rely on the whig 
party alone? What did we see now? The first 
movement at the present session of Congress at- 
tacking the great interests of Pennsylvania, did 
it come from the democracy of the North, the 
South, the East, or the est? No; but from 
a prominent whig member of this House. Now 
when his colleague undertook to say that 170,000 
of the people of Pennsylvania had been deluded, 
he told him that he did not know that people. If 
the gentleman confined his remarks to the people 
of his own district, it was very probable that he 
might have some personal reasons therefor. But 
the people of Pennsylvania had had all the lights 
of the the people of the whole Union; a four-horse 
wagon would not hold all the documents thrown 
into that one district by whig writers and orators. 

But he was sorry, as he had observed, that his 
colleague had dragged before this assembly any 
question of this kind; and he knew that neither the 
gentlemen nor any other man who might have at- 
tempted it at the last election, had been successful 
in misleading the a upon the question of the 
tariff, or any other. The question of protection of 
the iron interest was one deeply felt by Pennsyl- 
vania. It might not —_ be known to this 
House, that, in Pennsylvania alone, there was one 
establishment in the western part of the State where 
they could manufacture railroad iron to the amount 
of between 80 to 100 tons per week. Mr. F. also 
referred to one or two other establishments which 
were manufacturing to a like extent. 

They had been told by the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Hotmes] that Teninylvesia at one 
time introduced large quantities of imported railroad 
iron. For ten years prior to 1841, railroad iron had 
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itted free of duty. Then no railroad iron 
per roe manufactured = the Union; then no cap- 
ita) had been invested in this country in its manufac- 
ture. But, let him tell the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
yania, that Pennsylvania, when she did import that 
railroad iron free of duty, paid twelve dollars more 

r ton than she could now manufacture it for. It 
fad been free of duty for ten years; foreigners then 
had control of the whole market; domestic compe- 
tition there was none. Then she had paid sixty 
dollars per ton for railroad iron; and he pledged him- 
self here that her manufacturers were ready to con- 
tract now, where contracts could be made, at forty- 
eight dollars per ton. 

Mr HOLMES interposed, and asked if he under- 
stood the gentleman to say that the T railroad could 
now be obtained here in any quantity? 

Mr. FOSTER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. HOLMES. Well, I will take a contract of 
the gentleman. I am authorized to do so by the 
railroads. 7% 

Several voices: “‘Draw writings.” Laughter.] 
ie HOLMES. The gentleman will furnish it 
at $48 per ton, free of duty? 

Mr. BUFFINGTON replied that contracts could 
be made, and would be willingly made, at $50 per 


n. 
Mr. HOLMES. The T iron? 

Mr. BUFFINGTON. Any iron. 

The conclusion of the bargain was not heard by 
the reporter; but 

Mr. PHCGE NIX came forward, and was under- 
stood to say that he would be glad to take a quanti- 
ty of the gentleman’s iron at the price he had stated. 
(Laughter. } ‘ : 

Mr. FOSTER continued. The establishments in 
Pennsylvania and in Maryland were already pre- 
pared to make large contracts for the furnishing of 
railroad iron. But had not the gentleman from 
South Carolina, who yesterday had defended this 
bill with so much warmth, told them that he was 
willing the tariff should so be arranged as to yield 
sufficient revenue for the government, and that all 
he asked, and many other gentlemen who agreed 
with him, was to bring the tariff to a revenue stand- 
ard? Was he to understand the gentleman from 
South Carolina now that he wished railroad iron to 
come in free of duty? Was that the revenue stand- 
ard which the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
those who acted with him, were disposed to make? 
He was glad that the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina had thus early given them information as to the 
course he intended to pursue as to the question of 
the tariff. ‘The gentleman went fora revenue stand- 

» ard of duties: would the gentleman tell him how 
much railroad iron it would be necessary to import 
under the provisions of this bill, to raise rever.ue suf- 
ficient for government? To-morrow the gentleman 
might tell his friend from New England that ‘the 
revenue standard” upon woollen and cotton goods 
amounted to the same as it did in the gentleman’s 
action on iron; and he might make a similar declara- 
tion to gentlemen from New York, and from other 
States engaged in the manufacture of salt, iron, 
wool, cotton, and sugar. Although the gentleman 
professed to be in favor of a “revenue duty,” he 
(Mr. F.) should tell the people of his State, at least, 
that the gentleman, by & action, wasin favor of 
having foreign iron come in duty free. 

All that Pennsylvania asked was a fair, honest 
settlement of this great question; she wanted it ad- 
justed in some manner to give security to her citi- 
zens. She had always maintained the doctrine that 
the majority were to rule, and that their laws were 
to be submitted to. From 1833 to 1842—a period 
during which all her industrial putsuits had been 
stricken down by the operation of the compromise 
act—no arm had been raised there in defiance of the 
authority of this government; but daily and hourly 
they saw the whole of these interests going to de- 
cay and destruction; and they waited until the ap- 
peal made to the patriotism and good seuse of the 
American people prevailed in the passage of the 
tariff of 1842, under which all her interests were be- 
ginning to revive and look up. She now occupied 
the same position she had occupied before the pas- 
sage of the compromise act of 1833. The princi- 
ple of the tariff of 1842, as far as related to the 
manufacture of iron, of any description, or of eve- 
ry description, was not too high. 

He would state it as areproach to the American 
character, that,in his own State, foreign railroad 
iron had been laid down within six inches of the 
finest beds of iron in the world. Such iron abound- 
ed in Pennsylvania, Missouri, Tennessee, and New 





Jersey; and yet foreign railroad iron had hitherto 
been imported, and laid down on all our railroads. 
He wanted to see the time arrive when, by the per- 
fection of machinery, by the increased skill, and by 
the increased capital of Pennsylvania, they would be 
able to successfully compete with foreigners without 
any protection at all. He knew that the time would 
come; but he would tell gentlemen from the South 
that it never would arrive unless adequate protec- 
tion was given to our great interests in the begin- 
ning. To show the beneficial effects of protection, 
he would mention that in 1838, °39, and °40, when 
railroad iron was brought in free of duty, and when 
it was imported largely in all the States, it rose up 
50 and 60 per cent.; but now, since the tariff of 1840, 
it can be bought 12 per cent cheaper than it was in 
1838, °39, co *40. He was really sorry to see his 
friend from South Carolina [Mr. Sines fall into 
the arms ofa coalition, which he believed had al- 
ready begun between some of the gentlemen of the 
South and of New England; but let him tell the 
New England gentiemen, that if they deserted Penn- 
sylvania, and threw themselves into the arms of 
the gentleman from South Carollna, they must not 
expect the aid of the former when their own inte- 
rests are in danger. Pennsylvania voted for and 
with them in the protection of their cotton and 
woollen manufactures; and he would ask them 
who it was that passed the tariff of 1842, by 
which such ample protection was afforded to the 
important interests of New England? When—let 
him ask the gentleman of New England—did Penn- 
sylvania ever falter on the question of protecting 
domestic industry? Why then, when an attempt 
was made to strike down at one blow her most im- 
ortant and vital interests, should it be countenanced 
y those to whom Pennsylvania had always given 
her support? Why was it, when Pennsylvania was 
alone singled out from all the other States, and her 
interests setup asa mark to be shot at, that he 
found some of his friends from New England join- 
ing in the attack? If they were disposed to desert 
Pennsylvania now, let them not hereafter say, 
whatever the action of Pennsylvania may be in re- 
gard to a tariff, that she has deserted them. If the 
majority of that House thought the duty on railroad 
iron, or any kind of iron, was too high, why, let it 
be reduced in a general bill; but when they were 
asked to strike down this important interest, not 
for the sake of the farmer, or the mechanic, but for 
thesake of large corporations, then he hoped they 
would pause and consider whether they would be 
consulting the interest of the country by adopting 
the measure. He was glad that thus early in the 
session a prominent member of the whig party had 
—— forward a measure that would show the 
people how far they were willing to protect their in- 
terests, while they would exempt from taxation 
wealthy incorporated companies, and impose its 
burdens on the industry of the country. He want- 
ed to know, and Pennsylvania wanted to know, if 
there was a disposition in that House to strike 
down her most important interests, while the inte- 
rests of other portions of the Union were left un- 
touched; and he wanted the vote on this bill to 
decide that question. As he observed before, he 
trusted there was no disposition in any part of the 
House to sanction a measure such as this. Had 
the introducers of this measure given, or could they 
give, any reason why railroad iron should come in 
free of duty, in preference to cotton or woollen goods? 
Had they given any reason why it should come in 
free in preference to cotton bagging? He knew that 
he might listen in vain for any good reason that 
could be given for the passage of this bill. It might 
be that this question would come up in a general 
bill while he was a member of the House, and then 
he would be ready to meet it on its merits; but if 
the tariff was to be attacked in this manner in detail, 
according to what the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Hotes] avows as his cherished policy, 
where would it end? To-day the attack was on rail- 
road iron, and next week the assault might be on 
woollen or cotton goods. Then salt, and next the 
sugar of Louisiana and lead of Missouri would be 
attacked in detail. He was not in favor of goin 
behind the bushes and attacking the tariff in detail. 
If it could not be sustained as a system, why, let it 
go down; and if that policy which the country had 
cherished above all others could not be sustained in 
all its parts, he was for letting it all fall together. 
Mr. PAYNE observed that he would state in ad- 
vance that he was opposed to the proposition before 
the House, forthe very sufficient reasons given by 
the gentleman from Illinois in his remarks of yes- 
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terday. He saw no good reason why a meamure of this 
sort should be passed in favor of corporations, while 
the burdens imposed by the present tariff on indi- 
viduals were po a Tf But while he made this 
avowal, he would say further, that he was in favor 
of reducing the duties not only on iron, but on all 
the articles of consumption which are taxed by 
the tariff of 1842. He wanted a simple revenue 
duty imposed on that article, as well as in every 
other on which a duty is now levied by the govern- 
ment. He had heard charges made on that 
floor in relation to this subject, which he had met 
throughout the country; and he was happy to have 
the “eae of meeting them there, as he had 
done during the last presidential canvass. The 
charge had been made that those who were op- 
posed to the tariff of 1842 were in favor of striking 
off all duties levied on articles imported into the 
eeenien, and resorting toa direct tax for the sup- 
port of government. This charge was made du- 
the last presidential canvass, and was not confined 
tothe sunny climes of the South, aor to the fro- 
zen regions of the North; and as he had always re- 
futed it whenever and wherever he heard it made, 
he would take the occasion to refute it now. No 
individual of the democratic party with whom he 
was acquainted was opposed to a tariff of duties on 
foreign imports. All they wanted was a revenue 
tariff sufficient for the economical support of the 
government; and no member of the democratic par- 
ty, so far as he was informed, had ever gone beyond 
that. None of them, that he knew of, were in ve 
of direct taxation. Mr. P. then went into an ex- 
amination to show the amount of duties, and the 
burden they would impose on the consumers under 
a tariff imposed for a revenue sufficient for the sup- 
port of the government, with the adequate protec- 
tion that such a tariff would afford to our manufac- 
turing interests, contrasting it with the injustice and 
inequality of the present system. 

He then went on to show that a revenue tariff 
was as much protection to the manufacturer as 
35 per cent., adding the cost of importation and 
other incidental expenses, over and above the reve- 
nue duty of 20 per cent. And was not that enough? 
Why did those who were engaged in manufactures 
demand such protection? They were told that labor 
was cheaper in Europe than here. Be it so. He 
did not deny the proposition. But on the other 
hand, there was the raw material, out of which the 
articles were manufactured, which was much 
cheaper here than there. Why, the raw material 
of some—and some of the most important, too— 
had to be sent from this country, subject to the ex- 
pense of trans-shipment across the Atlantic; and 
after being manufactured, they were again subject 
to the expense of being sent back. Were not pro- 
visions cheaper here than in England? And he 
asked if machinery was not as good here as there? 
Here, then, they perceived that the home manufac- 
turer had a decided advantage over the European 
manufacturer. Suppose they took into considera- 
tion the interest on capital—and it would be seen 
there was but little difference between the interest 
at the North and the East, and the interest in Eu- 
rope: and‘he apprehended it would not be denied 
that the skill of the Yankees in everything concern- 
ing dollars and cents, is equal to any skill in Great 
Britain, or any other country beneath the sun. 
Here, then, was the situation in which the whole 
subject stood. They had seen that a revenue duty 
of 20 percent. afforded protection to the manufac- 
turing interest of 35 per cent., and he put it to the 
House if that was not sufficient. 

He asked if the home manufacturer was not able 
to compete with the foreign manufacturer, when 
the protection which a revenue duty of even 20 per 
cent. would afford, enabled him to get his labor for 
nothing, while the European manufacturer was 
obliged to pay something for labor, though the 
amount might be small. It resulted, then, from what 
he had said, that the democratic party was willing to 
afford ample protection to the manufacturing interests 
of the country; and it could afford that protection b 
the revenue duty of 20 per cent. to which he had < d 
verted. The question was not, then, as was pretend- 
ed, whether they should go toa system of free trade. 
It was simply whether fos should have a revenue 
tariff which affords protection enough to the manu- 
facturer to give him his labor free; er whether the 
should have the tariff act of 1842, with ali its inequal 
ities and injustice. It wasa question whether the 
necessary duty should be imposed for the suppor; 
of the government, or whether an oppressive and un. 
just tax should be imposed for the purpose ef gor. 
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ging the cormorant and avaricious appetite of the 
manufacturers of the country. It was a question 
whether the agricultural interest, which could barely 
make 4 per cent.on the capital invested in their 
business, should be taxed for the protection of those 
who make 35 per cent. on the capital which they 
have invested. 

But there was a cant about this thing; there was a 
cant which he had long seen, and with which he had 
long been disgusted. That cant was that this protective 
system was for the protection of the industry of the 
laboring man. “To protect the industry of the la- 
boring man”—that was the form of expression; but 
had gentlemen examined this bill with a direct 
reference to that question? A gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (understood to be Mr. E. J. Morris) had 
pretended to do so during the last summer to his 
constituents; but that gentleman looked first, last, 
and at all times, to the interests of associated wealth, 
and not to the interests of the industrious classes. 
Now, he (Mr. P.) would, for a moment, examine 
that question, to see what protection this tariff bill 
of 1842 afforded to the laboring man. He would 
take, for example, the tailor; and he selected him 
because it was most convenient to do so. The du- 
ty imposed under the tariff act on ready-made 
clothes was 50 per cent.; and no doubt the tailor 
thought that this afforded him es and 
that, but, for that he should be ruined by free trade. 
But how many of that class had really looked at the 
facts of the case? While the tailor, as he supposed, 
was receiving the protection of a duty of 50 per 
cent., he forgot that 40 per cent. of that ed 
was laid on the cloth out of which the goods 
were made; not for the benefit of the tailor, 
but of the manufacturer of the cloth. But let him 
deduct the 40 per cent., and only 10 _ cent. 
remained for the protection of the tailor. Now sup- 
pose the tailor made clothing which was worth 
$1,000 a year: ee to him, at 10 per cent., 
was worth $100. But suppose, again, that he and his 
family consumed of dutiable goods $1,000 worth: 
the tax on this consumption, by the tariff act of 
1842, was 40 per cent., which amounted to $400. 
Deduct, then, the protection he receives from the 
tax which he pays, and he would find, instead of 
being benefited, that he was plundered by the ope- 
ration of that act to the amount of $300. Apply 
the same examination to the operation of the act on 
the shoemaker, and they would find that he, too, 
was plundered at the same rate. And where, he 
would ask, was the protection for the blacksmith— 
he who labored amidst the dust and smoke of his 
workshop? Where was his protection? Could 
any one point it out? The same was the case 
with the mechanics generally. If, as was pretended, 
that act ‘was intended to benefit the operatives, why 
was not a clause introduced requiring the manufac- 
turer to increase the wages of labor in proportion to 
the increased duty for his protection? If that was 
the object, why was it not permitted to appear in any 

art of the bill? Why was not some one solitary sec- 
tion allowed to record the fact? He (Mr. Payne) well 
understood it. It was not the policy of the advocates 
of protection to protect individual labor. There 
was a certain Websterian doctrine prevailing in this 
country some years ago, when that distinguished 
man was in public life, to this effect: ‘Let the gov- 
ernment take care of the rich, and the rich will take 
care of the poor.” 

That was the doctrine of the manufacturer. 
Give him ample protection, and he will protect the 
laborer in his establishment. He (Mr. P.) was sick- 
ened by such hypocrisy and fraud. The system 
which the manufacturer preposed would not bene- 
fit the laborer, as he had shown; it was, on the con- 
trary, a system of plunder, of which the laborer was 
the victim. But ifit was still pretended that the inten- 
tion was to protect the operative, he demanded 
from the advocates of associated wealth why it 
was that some clause was not introduced to protect 
the operatives against the rapacity of their employ- 
ers. 

Having shown the effect of the system on the la- 
boring interest of the country, let them turn to look 
at its effect on the great manufacturing interest. 
Take amanufacturer who manufactures to the amount 
of $500,000; on this he received protection to the 
amount of 40 per cent. The amount of $100,000 thus 
would produce $40,000. But he is also a consumer; 
and on the articles which he consumes, he conceives 
that he pays a tax like every other person. Suppose 
he consumes $5,000 worth: on this consumption at 
y8 $2,000; then deduct the $2,000 
which he pays from the $40,000 which he receives 
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by protection of the tariff act of 1842, and a net 
prt in left of $38,000 per annum. And why is 
this? Because he has the labor of 200 individuals 
in his employment, and he receives the protection 
which it was pretended was for them. Thua, then, the 
mechanic was plundered to the amount of $300 per 
annum, whilst the rich manufacturer—whilet asso- 
ciated wealth, with all its other privileges—was en- 
abled to realize $38,000 per annum profit by this 
bill, which its friends professed was for the protec- 
tion of the labor of industry. 

But here another question arose. Who paid the 
duties? They were told that it was the producer; 
but if that were true, it was a paradox which he 
could not understand. Look at its working; and he 
would take, for example, a Virginia farmer. He 
carried to England $1,000 worth of wheat, and 
when he got there, Great Britain imposed upon it a 
tax of $200, and thus it was reduced to $800. He 
sells his wheat, and converts it into manufactures 
as @ a cargo; on arriving here, his $800 worth 
of goods are taxed by this government (say) 5 
ae thus his $1,000 worth of wheat is hohe 
$600. Such was the practical operation of the 
system. He admitted that he lived in an age 
of invention. They saw thc wonderful inven- 
tion of Professor Morse, by whose discovery— 
which was astonishing the scienuic world— 
they could converse with a friend at a distance of 
forty miles (and of fifty thousand miles, if the ap- 
paratus was so far extended) almost as freely as he 
could with his friends around him on this floor. 
This discovery struck the world with admiration; 
and the name of Professor Morse would be as dura- 
ble as the records of time. Then, again, there was 
Professor Es What had he done in this age of 
invention? hy, with mathematical accuracy, he 
could calculate the progress of storms, define their 
origin, and trace them through every part of the 
process through which they passed. sees was a 
philosophical discovery, too, which had placed the 
name of Prof. Espy high amongst the scientific men 
of this age ofthe world. Well, then, look at Colt’s 
submarine battery, another invention, and one which, 
in all human probability, would change the whole 
system of harbor defence throughout the world. They 
had seen a gallant ship riding proudly on the waters 
of the Potomac, her sails swelling with the breezes 
of heaven, and in a twinkling they had seen her 
heaved from the bosom of the deep, and scattered in 
thousands of fragments high into mid air. But 
great as were all these discoveries and these inven- 
tions, they dwindled into comparative insignificance 
with the discovery ofa party here, that “high taxes 
make low prices.’ 

But he was not inclined thus to dispose of that 
question. Gentlemen had thought proper to broach 
and defend that absurd doctrine there; and he felt 
justified in making one or two observations upon it. 

Now, every article had a certain intrinsic value, 
and that value consisted in the amount of the mate- 
rial and the labor bestowed thereon; and it must 
bring a price equal to the cost of the raw material 
and the labor expended upon it, to be remunerative. 
If, then, a duty was imposed upon such article, the 
price to the consumer was enhanced to that amount, 
or the price would not equal the cost of production. 
If there were a perfect system of free trade—if 
competition were Fee to all the world,—the price of 
commodities would be kept down to a remunerating 
one simply. He was willing to admit that there 
might be a temporary increase of price, resulting 
from a deficieacy of supply, or a temporary de- 
pression, resulting from an excess of supply; for 
the price would be regulated by supply and demand. 
But where competition was untrammelled the 
equilibrium would soon be restored. Take, for il- 
lustration, a hat. Suppose it manufactured in Eu- 
rope, and brought here and sold for $3, that being 
its intrinsic value: but if government imposed a 
duty of $1, the price must be increased to $4, or its 
intrinsic value would not be obtained; and thus it 
was clear that the doctrine that high duties produce 
low prices was an invention of modern days that 
was irreconcilable with common sense. If, how- 
ever, high duties do make low prices, as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania asserted, why did not that 
gentleman go at once for a modification of 
the existing duties, and a sweeping reduction 
of them, so that Pennsylvania iron might 
realize high prices? But such an argument as that 
which the gentleman had made could not command 
the respect of the American people. If he should 
hereafter write out his views on this subject, he 
should go into it farther than time would now per- 





mit him to do, and he should then show, beyond 
the possibility of contradiction, that while genti,, 
men to the interests of indaetr 
the duties on articles consumed by the rich wen 
comparatively trifling, while those imposed op ,,. 
ticles consumed by the poorer classes were thre. 
fold greater. Such was the distinction made |,. 
tween the rich and the poor. 

He would then take up statistical tables, and ey. 
hibit, in such a light that the whole world could gee 
the iniquity of this tariff as it now stood. And her 
- oo — _ ——— had mca made. He had 

enc the public press with de 
In order oo rin and himself from any = of 
this kind, he wished it to be remarked that he adyo. 
cated no exemption for the poor from paying thei; 
due proportion for the support of government. |; 
was the people’s government; it protected the poor 
as wellas the rich; and the eréed, spirit of a man 
would scorn exemption from paying his due pro. 
portion for its support. What he demanded was 
equality of taxation—that the poor man should |. 
taxed no higher than his richer neighbor; that stern 
inflexible justice be meted out to him by the nation. 
al ~ age On that account, he did oppose the 
tariff act of 1842, and this bill also, unless it was mod. 
ified so as to raise a revenue duty upon this article 
of iron. It was against the whole system of unequal 
and fraudulent duties, of plunder of one portion of the 
people for the benefit of another portion, that he re 
monstrated. It was justice—sustice that he demand 
ed; and that he would demand until the American 
people were aroused from the lethargy under which 
they seemed now to rest, until they saw the fraud 
perpetrated on their interests; and when they did 
see it they would vindicate their rights; and it was 
not in the power of any man or-set of men to concea! 
forever these frauds upon their “interests. How 
long was this system to be borne? Was it to be 
perpetual? No; the American people had pronoune- 
ed against it once, and had pronounced against it une- 
quivocally in the election of James K. Polk; it might 
be som ve to evade this question, but the Ameri- 
can people had proclaimed at the ballot-boxes that 
this iniquitous system, among others, should fall to 
the dust; and fall it must. We look (said Mr. P.) 
for relief to the returning sense of justice of the 
American people. Whenever we have hada fair 
“lick” at this question, it has been always condemn- 
ed; and if vhs Conners chooses not to act at this 
session, when that still silent voice is heard again 
from the ballot-boxes, it would speak in tones not 
to be misunderstood. The Senate was to be re- 
formed; this House was to be reformed; and in tht 
next Congress all these questions were to be 
settled on principles of night, of equality, and 
of justice to all. He desired anything rather than 
oppression of this character. He was prepared at 
any time to meet any emergency that might arise, 
rather than continue to endure the weight of this in- 
justice and oppression. We hope (Mr. P. re- 

eated) to have redress from the returning sense of 
Justice of the American people. There were one 
or two other remedies. State interposition was one; 
submission was out of the question. He did not say 
this in vain boast, with a view to create prejudice and 
excitement; and he alone was responsible for it. But 
he said submission was out of the question. There 
were two other remedies, then. One was an actual 
State veto of the laws of Congress; and another 
was State legislation which could reach it, which, 
in his opinion, was efficient; and which, if the State le- 
gislatures were true to the interests of their con- 
stituents, they would not fail to adopt. What was 
it? I would (continued Mr. P.) attack the tariff bill 
of 1842. I would attack it in detail, or in any way. 
I would adopt any measure to get rid of it. I 
would take the tariff bill of 1842, and lay a tax— 
not an impost tax, but a tax on every article of do- 
mestic manufacture in this country, precisely as 
high as the tax was laid upon the foreign article. 
I would take the Kentucky bagging, and would tax 
it 5 or 6 cents per yard—which the State legislature 
has a perfect right todo. I would tax Pennsylva- 
nia iron—if she insists on the protection she now 
has—and every other article, precisely as the tariff 
bill of 1842 taxes the foreign article. I would go 
farther—as far as to throw the consumption of the 
entire South upon the foreign article, instead of the 
domestic. I would rob—not rob, sir—but I would 
vindicate my right, by being robbed no longer. 
would give as a bounty that which we refuse to 
have extorted from us by force. The very instant 
the northern States lose the southern market, they 
will go without it forever, or until they agree to 4 
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‘fcation of the present oppressive duties: when- 
wee modify sass, 1 would relax my State le- 
‘glation. Let me tell you, if we do not get redress 
oe the returning sense of justice among the peo- 
le, we know full well that we have the power 
in our own hands. Long have we suffered 
under this system of oppression. We agreed, 
on one occasion, upon a _ compromise; © we 
complied fully with that compromise; our 
advantages resulting from that compromise had 
but begun when our enemies, the advocates of pro- 
tection, violated all their plighted faith—the plight- 
ed faith of those who had preceded them in office— 
and struck down this system of compromise, and 
re-established these high duties. We feel that we 
have the power to do this thing—to redress our- 
selves; that we are about to escape from the burdens 
under which too long and too tamely we have suf- 
fered; we feel that, like the children of Israel, we 
have passed the Red Sea, and stand upon the sum- 
mitof Mount Pisgah; and we feel, too, as if the 
romised land were but just before us; and we now 
tell gentlemen if they refuse to adjust this thing upon 
terms of equality and justice, we wil apply the re- 
medy. Whenever the question be between uncon- 


ditional submission and slavery—abject slavery to a. 


dominant irresponsible interest of this country, I 
tell you, sir, we will resist; for anght I know, for 
aught I care, a million of swords may leap from 
their scabbard and drink deep the blood of their op- 
pressors. That is my view; I state it on my own 
responsibility; so far as I am concerned I am read 
to meet any contingency rather than to submit 
tamely while plunder shall continue to be the order 
of the day. will do my duty let the case be what 
it may. 

Mr. P. having concluded— 

Mr. HAMMETT remarked that this debate had 
sprung upon him most suddenly and unexpectedly; 
and he believed that no one had contemplated—not 
even the mover of this bill—that, at this early stage 
of the session, they would be involved in the dis- 
cussion of this vexed tariff question—a question 
which must be settled, and settled with great delib- 
eration and care, before the country would be satis- 
fied. Even if the proposition before the House 
were to be adopted or rejected, still it would leave 
the tariff question unsettled as fully as it was now 
unsettled, and the country would be as far from 
being satisfied as it was at present. With a view, 
then, of putting an end to this premature debate, 
and leave the tariff question to be settled in a regu- 
lar fosm—settled, as he hoped it would be, ina 
spirit of harmony, conciliation, and union—in a 
spirit which would meet with the en of 
their constituents in every part of this Union—in a 
manner which would place this subject of the tariff 
ona permanent basis, from which it would not 
soon again be removed,—with this view, if it was 
now in order, he would move to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays on this motion. ; 

r. COBB appealed to the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Hammett] to withdraw the motion 
he had made, in order that the bill might be allowed 
to go to a committee, and be examined on its merits. 
The gentleman might move the previous question, if 
he desired to put an end to the debate, which, at the 
same time, would allow of the whole subject being 
referred to a committee. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the yeas and nays were 
on the motion to reject the bill. 

TheSPEAKER. On the motion to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. To that motion I should have no 
objection— 

he SPEAKER interposed, and reminded the 
gentleman that the question was not debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS. I rage to make a proposition. 

A voice: ‘No contracts here.”’] 

_Mr. ADAMS continued. Provided that another 
bill, attacking the same tariff in detail, which I be- 
lieve has been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means—I mean the bill for repealing the duty 
on cotton bagging and gunny cloth, (which was 
introduced by Mr. Burr of South Carolina,) which 
has coolly, calmly taken its course, and been re- 
ferred—provided that bill be also laid on the table, 
I have no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON, The gentleman cannot strike 
a bargain now in any manner. 


E any SPEAKER repeated that debate was not in 
order. 
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The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas 155, nays 40, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Baily, Baker, Barnard. Benton, 
Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Carpenter, Shep- 
herd Cary, Catlin, Causin,Augustus A. Chapman, Coles, 
Collamer, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Gar- 
rett Davis, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, picker, . Douglass, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Dunlap, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foster, 
French, Fuller, Giddings, Goggin, Byram Green, Grinnell, 
Grider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward 8. Hamlin, Ham- 
mett, Hardin, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, 
Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, McCauslen, McIlvaine, Mc- 
Kay, Marsh, Mathews, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, 
Freeman H. Morse, Isaac FE. Morse, Moseley, Nes, New- 
ton, Norris, Owen, Patterson, Peyton, Pollock, Emery D. 
Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, David S. 
Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Rockwell, 
Rodney, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Senter, Thomas 
H. Seymour, David L. een Slidell, Albert Smith, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenred, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stone, Summers, Sykes, Taylor, Themasson, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vameter, Vin- 
ton, Weller, Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, John White. 
Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yancey—155. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Bar- 
ringer, Edward J. Black, Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, Ellis, 
Holmes, Hudson, James B. Hunt, Andrew Johnson, Preston 
ae Leonard, Lumpkin, Lyon, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, Murphy, Payne, Phoenix, Rath- 
bun, an Severance, Simons, Simpson, Stephens, Stet- 
son, Stiles, Strong, and Woodward—40. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS moved to suspend the 
rules, in order that the House might resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

And the question being taken, the motion was re- 
jected—ayes 54, noes 67. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the following 
bills from the Senate were taken up, and, after be- 
ing read the first and second time, referred to appro- 
priate committees, viz: 

An act to change the time of holding the federal 
courts in the State of Kentucky. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, 
deceased: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of James Duffy: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

An act to afford relief to certain contractors of the 
government; and 

An act concerning furloughs in the naval service: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he would, at an 
early day, ask leave to introduce a resolution to re- 
peal one of the rules of the last session, commonly 
called the one-hour rule. 

This notice being objected to, it was not received. 

On motion b r. C. J. INGERSOLL, the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of certain mer- 
chants of New York, concerning the refunding of 
duties on Dutch vessels; and the same was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. W. J. BROWN, 

Ordered, That acommittee oftwo members be appointed 
on enrolled bills, to act in conjunction with a like commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. BOWLIN asked leave to make a report for 
one of the standing committees. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to make the report; which motion be- 
ing adopted, 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills; which were “read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, viz: 

A bill for the reliefof Langtree and Jacobs; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Allen, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, in _ pursuance of previ- 
ons notice, asked leave to introduce a bill. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to suspend the 
rules generally, for half an hour, to allow members 
to ee bills who had given notice of them, 
when, 

On metion, the House adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 
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day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. DAWSON: The petition of John L. Harris, for 
co tion of fractional lot No. 16, township 16, range 14, 
&e., on the river Mississippi, in Madison parish, Le.; refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of the inhabitants of the 
port of Sag Harbor, in the State of New York, for an ap- 
propriation to construct a breakwuter, and to deepen and 
enlarge the channel in their harbor: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SHEPHERD CARY: The petition of John Black, 
Daniel M. Allen, and others, praying that s light-house be 
established upon Spoon island, in Maine: referred to the 
Committer on Commerce. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Adam McCulloch, 
praying for an appropriation for the purchase of Goat 
an at the entrance of Cape Porpoise harbor, in the State 
of Maine. 

Le Mr. McDOWELL: The petition of suntry persons of 
Highland county, Ohio, asking a reduction of postage: re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee. The petition of Abram 
Ausman, praying a pension: referred to the appropriate 
committee. 

_By Mr. KIRKPATRICK: The —_ of Alexander H. 
Cumming, praying compensation for carrying the mail;.re- 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WETHERED: The memorial of Richard Wells, 
sen., of Carroll county, Maryland, praying for a pension: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

ee Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Joseph Paxton, now 
of the State of Missouri, praying remuneration for arms 
and clothing lost by him during the late war, while in the 
—o of the United States: referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: The memorial of Chas. H. Todd, of 
New York, praying to be refunded duties that have been er- 
roneously paid. 

By Mr. BURKE: The pation of Thomas F. Harkness, 
for compensation for performing clerk duties in the office of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. The memorial of Nicholas 
Murray, and others, for arrearages of pay due James Mur- 
ray, arevolutionary soldier. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Wm. H. Y. Hackett, and 
forty-nine others, praying that the lands in the Vincennes 
district unsold, or so much thereof as may be necessary to 
complete a direct communication between Lake Erie and 
the Ohio river, may be granted to the State of Indiana: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. REDING: The petition of Benjamin Ropes, of 
Woodstock, New Hampshire, on the subject of French spo- 
liations prior to 1800: referred to the Cemmittee on Foreign 
Affairs. A series of resolutions adopted by the legislature 
of New Humpshire upon the sabject of the reduction of 
postage and abridgment of the franking privilege: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of John De Puy, of 
Manlius, Onondaga county, New York, praying that his 
name may be restored to the pension list; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Isaac Davenport, 
of Phillips, Maine, for a pension. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, December 19, 1844. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting a statement from the Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury, resvecting the expenditure of the navy 
pension fund for the year ending 30th September, 
1844, and showing its condition at this time: order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back without amendment 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 

ranting certain lands to the State of Indiana, the 
Petter to enable the said State to extend and com- 
plete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute 
to the Ohio river. The report accompanying was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass,/the bill to consol- 

date and amend the acts in relation to the pensions 
to widows and orphans of naval officers, seamen, 
and marines. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, the joint resolution authorizing 
an allowance to be made to Purser B. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his accounts. 

On motion of Mr. B. the previous orders of the 
day were postponed, and the bill immediately above 
was taken up, and considered as in committee of the 
whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. ; 

Also, from the same committee, to which was _re- 
ferred the petition of Harriet H. Sanders, the widow 
of James Sanders, praying to be restored to the na- 
val pension roll, reported a general bill for the re- 
newal of certain naval pensions for five years; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolution 
for consideration, viz: 

t the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
fy a vay By rm whether any application ion been made 
to the depertment since the close of the last session of Com 
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4s for the remission of ies or forteitures heretofore 

neurred and paid for yiolations of the revenue laws of the 
United States, in the importations of foreign goods or mer- 
chandise, and if so, by whom, and the grounds upon which 
such applicetion is made; the time when incu and paid, 
together: with the decision or action of the department there- 
on. 


Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolution; 
which, under the rule, lies one day on the table, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate what amount of duties which had pre- 
viously been paid upon the importation of foreign goods and 
merchandise into the United States has been refunded since 
the close of the last session of Congress, together with a de- 
scription of the merchandise, and the times of importation, 
respectively, upon which said duties were collected, and 
the names of the persons to whom refunded; and also to 
communicate copies of all circular letters or instructions is- 
sued from the Treasury Department since the close of the 
last session relating to the refunding of the same, or to the 
rates of duty to he thereafter collected; and that he be also 
directed to inform the Senate of the number of applications 
now pending forjthe refunding of duties heretofore paid, the 
times when presented and by whom, the description of mer- 
chandise imported, and the amount of duties paid. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies one day on 
the table, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the Senate what number of steamers for the reve- 
nue -service have been built, or have been ordered to be 
built; the respective periods of time when the contracts for 
building the same were made; the cost of each; the places 
where the same have been, or are to be built; the names of 
the contractor or contractors; the actual or estimated ex- 
pense attending their employment; the difference in the ex- 
pense of construction al employment between the same 
and the wooden revenue cutters; and whether any trial of 
the same has been made to test their utility; and whether 
they will probably be as useful for the revenue service, hay- 
ing reference to their speed, and to all other considerations 
connected with their cost and use as the revenne cutters 
heretofore built and used in the service. 


Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Rich; which was read, and ordered to a second 
i. 

Mr. W.., from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, the bill for the relief of Gideon Batch- 
elder and others. Subsequently, on his motion, the 

revious orders of the day were postponed, and the 

ill was considered as in committee of the whole, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. ; 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported adversely on the petition of 
Thomas N. Russell, praying to be allowed fishing 
bounty. The report was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was granted, 
to withdraw from the files the petition and papers of 
John Pennington. me 

Mr. J. presented the petition of the Mexican 
Gulf Railway mags ye and its sureties, praying to 
be released from the costs of a suit, improperly in- 
stituted against them by the United States: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, viz: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate, as early as may be practi- 
cable, copies of all orders or instructions which may at any 
time have been given by his department to the land officers 
and persons acting as survyor general in Louisiana, in re- 
lation to the ‘‘Houma claim,” of any plats or surveys in his 
department of said claim, and of any arguments or state- 
ments heretofore made to the department in relation to that 
claim, and of the decisions of the department thereon; also 
a list of all the private claims derived from either of the 
former governments of Louisiana, or based upon any of the 
laws of the United States, which are included in whole or 
in part by theclaimed lines ofthe Houma tract, specifying 
in each case the name of the claimant, the character, nature, 
and date of the original title papers, and the amount claim- 
ed; and, if confirmed, the dute of the confirmatory law; and 
also a list of all such tracts included therein as may, by the 
official plats, or the returns of the proper officers, be shown 
to have been sold at any time by the United States, and 
their areas and the amounts paid therefor; specifying the 
dates ofentry and the laws under which they were made; 
and also to report whether such portions of the said Houma 
claim as have been patented were ever regularly surveyed 
by the proper authority in conformity to the instructions of 
department and the requirements of the law, and the lines 
thereof properly returned and exhibited upon the aoe 
maps sent to the department prior to the granting of suc 
patents. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a communication sign- 
ed by Thomas Clark and others, members of the 
_ ature of Arkansas, representing the necessity 
of a mail route from Clarksville to Carrollton, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. ‘ 

Mr, A. also submitted the following resolution; 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the of Texas, 
which was engraved for the use of the Senate, at the last 
session, be furnished, provided the cost of the same does 
not exceed twelve cents per copy, including paper, print- 
ing, pasting, and coloring. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be hereby 
directed to collect from the hands of engravers and others, 
in this city, all the metallic plates that from time to time 
have been engraved and paid fur by order of the Senate, and 
to deposit the samein the Library of Congress, for the 
further use of the Senate and House of Representatives. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the noe and Reading Railway Company, 
asking that duties on railroad iron, imported during 
the current year, may be remitted: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also presented a memorial from Frances Ed- 
wards, now a resident of Philadelphia, but former- 
ly of Virginia, the widow and executrix of Enoch 
Edwards, deceased, a surgeon in the revolutionary 
army, praying to be allowed the commutation pay 
to which he was entitled: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also presented a memorial from citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, asking for an appropriation to rebuild the 
piers at Port Penn and Reedy Island, and to com- 
— the light-house on Brandywine shoals, in the 

elaware river; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, from the Committee 
on Claims, reported back without amendment, and 
with arecommendation that they do pass, the fol- 
lowing biils, viz: 

The bill for the relief of James Ritchie; and 

The bill for the relief of J. M. McFarland. 

Subsequently, on the motion of Mr. BARROW, 
the previous orders of the day were postponed, and 
the above bills were taken up and considered as in 
committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee, from the ae 
on Claims, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill for 
the relief of Pierre Manard, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob 
Fleaman, and Edmund Roberts, of the State of IIli- 
nois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, 
deceased. 

Subsequently, on the motion of Mr. BREESE, 
the above bill was taken up and considered as in 
committtee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be cogeaeel for a third reading. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, on leave, introduced the 
following bills; which were read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, viz: 

A bill to regulate the appointment and promotion 
of officers in the United States revenue marine; and 

A bill to provide for the appointment and for reg- 
ulating the pay of engineers and assistant engineers 
in the United States revenue service. 


RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the President of the 
United States, transmitting copies of documents re- 
ceived from the minister at Mexico since the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress; 
which was read, (and will be found in the report of 
the proceedings of the House,) and, on the motion 
of Mr. ARCHER, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


PEA PATCH ISLAND. 

The engrossed bill entitled “An act to settle the 
title to the Pea Patch island, in the river Delaware,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 


On motion, by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Bernard Hempkin, of Louis- 
jana, praying for the confirmation of a land sale, be taken 
from the files and referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. . 


FOREIGN PAUPERS AND CRIMINALS. 


_Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table, viz: 

Resotved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate such information as may be in pos- 
session of the Department of State, as to the practice of for- 
eign governments in transporting their eriminals and pau- 
pers intothe United States; and that he alse communicate 








copies of such instructions, if any, as may ha 

by the government of the United States ie i: coe _ 

other agents in foreign governments upon this sub 
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copies of such reports, if any, as may have been receiyea 


from such consuls and agents in relation thereto, 
PENSIONS. 


On motion by Mr. BATES, the previous ong 
of the day were postponed, and the joint resolution 
explanatory of the act making @ppropriations - 
naval, revolutionary, and other pensioners of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending 30th June 
1845, was taken up as in committee of the whole 
considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered ig 
be engrossed for a third reading. [This resolution 
provides that the cases of widows pending on the 
passage of that act, before the commissioner of pen- 
sions, shall not be subjected to the restrictive pro- 
visions of that law.] 

The following resolution, submitted by M; 
Puetrs yesterday, came up in order, and was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President he requested to inform the 
Senate whether the executive department is informed of the 
various treaty stipulations now subsisting between the re. 
oe of Texas and other independent wers; and that he 

e@ requested to communicate such stipulations, if in the 
possession of the department, to the Senate. 

The following resolution, introduced by Mr, 
Cuoare yesterday, was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct. 
ed to a into the expediency of authorizing the pub- 


lisher of Elliott’s Debates to add to his work Mr. Madison's 
report of the debates of the convention of 1787. 


OREGON. 


Mr. ATCHISON, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to “organize the government of Oregon, and for 
other purposes.” 

The bill was read twice with a view to reference, 
when 

Mr. ATCHISON moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Mr. ARCHER objected to its going to that com- 
mittee under present circumstances, as he conceived 
the Committee on Foreign Relations in charge of 
the subject. He moved its reference to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ATCHISON could not see what the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations could have to do with 
it. The bill solely related to the organization of a 
territorial government, and had nothing foreign 
in it. 

Mr. BAGBY argued to the same effect; and dep- 
recated the proposition of referring the bill to its en- 
emies instead of to its friends—it being well known 
that every member of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, except, perhaps, one, was hostile to its pro- 
visions. 


Mr. BENTON followed in support of the motion 
to refer the bill to the Committee on Territories, 
and not to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ATCHISON appealed to the uniform prac- 
tice of the Senate and all parliamentary bodies, in 
support of his proposition to refer the matter toa 
friendly committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY advocated the propriety of the 
course pointed out by the senator who introduced 
the bill, but suggested that a bill of such importance 
ought to go to a special committee; which he would 
vote for if any gentleman made the motion. 


Mr. MOREHEAD professed himself friendly to 
the object of the bill, though a member of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs; yet he thought, under ex- 
isting circumstances, the bill ought to go to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. : 

Mr. BENTON again showed that to send it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations would be to defeat 
it; and that the reasons now urged for that course— 
the pendency of negotiations upon that su ject be- 
tween the two governments—were the same that 
prevailed 25 years ago, and kept back the question 
ever since. 

Mr. ATCHISON called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion to refer the bill to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories; and they were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
21, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagh, 
Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, 
Foster of New York, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Niles, 
Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury—2l. 

NAYS —Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster of Tennesee, 
Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Upham, White, 
and Woodbridge—24. 
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